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ST FRANCIS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
Journey as Family in Peace through Love 

‘Catholic Education 
promotes the Catholic 
values and morals to 
those within our school 
and wider community, 
as well as maintaining a 
focus on the academic, 
physical, emotional and 
social development of 
children. St Francis offers 
educational excellence 
where the needs of each 
child are catered for’.   
- Mrs Kathleen Watt (Principal) 

‘St Francis provides a comprehensive 
education for my children, blending 
Australian curriculum subjects with 
Catholic morals and values in an inclusive 
environment. All of our children explore 
opportunities in science, technology, music/
arts, environmental, and sporting fields. My 
children enjoy going to school every day, and 
the community feel at St Francis is warm and 
inviting.’   
- Mr Mark Holmes (School Board Chairperson) 

FRANCIS WAY | PO BOX 3506, TANNUM SANDS 4680 QLD | (07) 4973 3600  
INFO@SFTSROK.CATHOLIC.EDU.AU  |  WWW.STFRANCIS.QLD.EDU.AU  

Inspired by our Franciscan values of peace, love and 
acceptance, with Christ at our Centre, we encourage 
resilience, participation, diversity, a sense of belonging and 
a love of life-long learning. 

St Francis Catholic Primary School opened in January 
2005. A strong emphasis is placed on developing an ethos 
of compassion and care and an opportunity for educational 
excellence in a Christian environment. A Franciscan 
Spiritually is adopted with a culture also embracing the 
Indigenous heritage of this region. 

OUR EDUCATIONAL ETHOS: 
•	 Living Christ centred values 

•	 Teaching the Australian Curriculum through 
contemporary teaching and learning opportunities 

•	 Encouraging each child to reach their full potential 

•	 Achieving ongoing outstanding results in National 
Testing 

•	 Providing stimulating extra-curriculum opportunities 
in Sports, Technologies, 21st Century Learning, 
Languages other than English (Japanese) and the Arts 

Catholic Education Week is 
the perfect opportunity to 
celebrate all that is great about 
Star of the Sea Catholic Primary 
School. Established in 1902, 
the school is proud of its long 
and vibrant history.  It has a rich 
academic, sporting, cultural and 
spiritual focus, offering a wide 

variety of quality teaching and learning programs in a 
caring, inclusive and inquiry-based environment.  

Our school motto "LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE" permeates 
every aspect of our daily school life, encouraging us to 
gratefully acknowledge the gifts God has given us to help 
us reach our full potential.  

This year’s Catholic Education Week theme is Many 
Voices / One Spirit which reminds us of the diversity 
of people who are a part of Catholic Education who 
are all led by the same Spirit and Mission. This Catholic 
Education Week we seek to honour and ‘tell the story’ 
of the great gift that the elderly in our community are 
to us. Our Catholic Education Week celebrations begin 
with our Grandparents Day Assembly, Morning Tea and 
Grandparents Mass and our Family Fun Day.  

Throughout the week our students will engage in a 
variety of classroom activities and we will finish with a 
whole school Catholic Education Week Liturgy. 

All who seek our values are welcome at Star of the Sea where 
open and honest communication is evident at all levels.  

Enrolment enquiries for 2019 / 2020 are welcome for all year 
levels by contacting our School Office on 0749721305 or 

emailing sosg@rok.catholic.edu.au

181 Goondoon Street, Gladstone-City QLD 4680  
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FOSSIL PUZZLE 
PLANT DISCOVERY

SCIENTISTS FROM QUEENSLAND MUSEUM AND 
CENTRAL QUEENSLAND UNIVERSITY HAVE MADE 
AN EXCITING DISCOVERY OF A FOSSIL PLANT ON A 
SITE NEAR GLADSTONE.  
The discovery of the horsetail or puzzle grass specimen is 
evidence that the plant has survived for at least another 50 
million years after it was thought to be extinct in Australia. 
The tiny specimen was discovered by CQ University 
Associate Professor Anita Milroy. The fossil is the youngest 
evidence of the plant group from Australia, and its discovery 
will help understand the history and distribution of the 
plant. 

The plant first appeared over 300 million years ago. It was 
commonly found in the Permian-aged coal mines of Central 
Queensland that are 240- 250 million years old. Before this 
discovery, the most recent records of these plants are about 
90 million years old and come from the Winton area in 
western Queensland. 

Horsetails are a distinctive group of plants that are related 
to ferns and have hollow stems and small leaves arranged in 
regular whorls on their stem. The modern horsetail plants 
are now widely distributed in the northern hemisphere, are 
recognised as being invasive weeds, and are banned in every 
state of Australia.  

Queensland Museum Acting Head of Biodiversity and 
Geosciences Dr Andrew Rozefelds said the discovery 
indicates the plants were still growing here 40 million years 
ago. “The challenge is to assemble and characterise the traits 
of these living and fossil plants to better understand the 
origins and history of this remarkable group,” Dr Rozefelds 
said. Although the horsetails discovery was unexpected, 
in the future, more intensive field studies and research 
will provide additional insights into the history of modern 
Australian flora. 

Queensland Museum Network CEO, Dr Jim Thompson 
said the discovery would provide an opportunity to piece 
together Queensland’s role in the evolution of fossil plants. 
“It’s exciting to be a part of this fascinating and unique story, 
and we look forward to sharing more research findings in 
the future.”  

Future Makers provided support to undertake this initial 
fieldwork, a partnership between Queensland Museum 
and Shell’s QGC business as part of the World Science 
Festival Brisbane 2018 with further fieldwork planned with 
additional support from QGC.

 

In Gladstone Region 
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DROUGHT AFFECTED FARMERS 
FROM RURAL AND REGIONAL 
COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT 
AUSTRALIA, WHICH HAVE 
BEEN STRUGGLING THROUGH 
GENERATIONS OF UNRELENTING 
DROUGHT WILL BENEFIT FROM 
PROJECTS FUNDED BY THE 
COALITION’S FUTURE DROUGHT 
FUND. THE FUND WILL NOW 
GIVE FARMERS ACCESS TO THE 
TOOLS THEY NEED TO PREPARE 
FOR, MANAGE, AND SUSTAIN 
THEIR BUSINESSES DURING 
DROUGHT-AFFECTED SEASONS. 
THE LANDMARK FUNDING WAS 
PASSED THROUGH PARLIAMENT 
RECENTLY AND DELIVERED ON A 
KEY ELECTION PROMISE MADE BY 
THE COALITION.      

Over the next decade, The Future 
Drought Fund will grow from $3.9 
billion to $5 billion, while facilitating 
a $100 million a year additional 
investment into drought resilience and 
preparedness from 1 July 2020. 

Member for Flynn Ken O’Dowd said 
the Coalition had delivered on its 
election promise. “The Future Drought 
Fund will deliver investment into 
drought preparedness and resilience 
projects every year, starting next 
July,” Mr O’Dowd said. “This could 
include funding for climate adaptation, 
extension work, or region-wide projects 
such as pest and weed control.” 

“The Coalition is backing in our 
farmers, and we will always stand 

up and support our 
drought-affected 
communities. The 
Future Drought Fund 

is about more than just money - it 
is about giving our farmers the best 
possible tools to face drought, now and 
into the future,” Mr O’Dowd added.  

Mr O’Dowd explained that he had seen 
the effect that the drought had had 
on communities throughout Flynn, 
and the Drought Relief Fund further 
supports our Farmers. “This investment 
into the Drought Relief Fund is on top 
of the $2 billion we’ve already invested 
in Farm Household Allowance, Rural 
Financial Counselling, mental health 
funding, low-interest loans and more,” 
he said.  

The Government will work quickly to 
establish the Future Drought Fund 
Consultative Committee, who will work 
to engage with farmers and rural and 
regional communities to put in place 
rigorous governance arrangements 
for the appropriate selection and 
prioritisation of projects. 

Minister for Drought and Rural 
Finance David Littleproud said the 

Coalition was proud to deliver this 
legislation for our farmers and regional 
and rural Australia. “Australian 
drought policy now has a centrepiece 
and a guaranteed investment of $100 
million a year that no Minister can 
take away.”Australians, Education, 
Government Services, Security, Foreign 
Policy, Energy, Climate Change, 
Education and online crime and safety 
also planned for reform.   
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