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what’s on
24 SEPTEMBER

Tondoon Botanic Gardens School Holiday Workshops
When: September 24 – October 2 | 10 AM – 11 AM
Where: Courtyard, Tondoon Botanic Gardens
Cost: FREE - Booking Essential
Take the kids to Tondoon Botanic Gardens for workshops in butterfly and bee
crafting, rock art, build your own bottle garden and more!

25-25 SEPTEMBER

Symphony Under the Stars 2020
When: Thursday & Friday September 24
& 25 | 7 PM – 10 PM
Where: GPC Marina Main Stage
Cost: FREE - Booking Essential

WANT TO ADVERTISE
IN GLADTONE NEWS?
Contact Jane
sales@gladstonenews.com.au

HAVE A FEEL-GOOD
STORY TO TELL?
Contact Luke
news@gladstonenews.com.au

Call us on 07 4972 7648
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Where would all the great movies be
without their great music? Conductor
Dane Lam and Host Jason Barry-Smith
call “action” as Queensland Symphony
Orchestra perform spine-tingling
themes that have moved audiences for
decades.

26 SEPTEMBER

Talk the Torque
When: Saturday September 26 |
6 PM – 8 PM
Where: Windmill Centre Carpark
Cost: FREE
Bring your pride & joy to
Windmill Centre carpark. A great
opportunity to show off your
pride and joy and have a chat with
likeminded people.

OUT & ABOUT

in Gladstone

FROM 24TH SEPTEMBER 2020

KIN KORA STATE SCHOOL
2021 PREP ENROLMENTS

NOW OPEN

26 SEPTEMBER

2020 Race Day
When: Saturday September 26 | 11 AM – 6 PM
Where: Gladstone Turf Club
Cost: $13 General Admission
Don’t miss out on your tickets to be trackside at
Ferguson Park on Sat 26th September 2020. A lot has
changed since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic, so
please read all the conditions of entry carefully. Gates
open at 11am

30 SEPTEMBER

League Stars Holiday Clinic (5-8yrs.)
When: Wednesday September 30 | 9 AM – 12 PM
Where: Briffney Creek Junior Fields
Cost: $40

ENROLMENT PACKAGES AVAILABLE

The NRL League Stars Holiday Clinic is a three hour
program for kids aged 5-8 yrs. of any gender that focuses on
FUN, FITNESS and PARTICIPATION.

from the school office or at kinkorass.eq.edu.au
43 Hibiscus Avenue Gladstone

(07) 4971 5111

11 SEPTEMBER

31 October is the tax deadline
Babes, Bubbles & Business Gladstone
When: Friday September 11 |
5:30 PM – 11 PM
Where: Gladstone Entertainment
Convention Centre
Cost: $125 per person
Join us for an Empowered
C OWomen’s
ME VISIT
Networking Event with keynote
speakers such as Karen Windress,
Amber Comadira-Smith and Alicia
Williams.

Get your taxes done in time

H&R BLOCK

THE GLADSTONE TEAM

39 Tank Street, Gladstone QLD 4680 | Call us on (07) 4972 3184

KEN O’DOWD
10 YEARS
AGO, I NEVER
PREDICTED
I WOULD
ENTER
POLITICS.
I was born in
Gladstone Hospital in
1950 and grew up on
my parents’ Mount
Larcom farm. In 2010 I
was elected to be the
Federal Member for
Flynn and to represent
you in Canberra.
I have much more
work to do and
there are many
more projects that
I would like to see
get underway by the
time the next election
comes around.
I would like to see a
container terminal at
the Port of Gladstone,
and the Gladstone
Port Access Road
interconnect with
Bruce, Dawson and
Capricorn Highways.
There is so many
highlights of the past
10 years in politics, I
cannot mention them
all. However, there is a
few that stand out.

2013

Meteors Sports club
funding announced

2013

2010

Moura Recreational
Grounds funding
announced

Elected as the Federal
member for Flynn

2013

Calliope crossroad
opens

2010

Class of 2010 –
sworn into the 43rd
Parliament the 14th
September

2013

Retained his seat
in Flynn

2012

Calliope crossroad
construction
commences

Yeppen Floodplain
construction
commenced

Start of the Bruce
Highway task force

Gayndah Memorial
Skate Park completion

2014

Kin Kora
Roundabout funding
announcement

2014

2010

2011

2014

Baffle creek flood
management system
installed

2012

Upgrade of the
Southern approach of
GinGin started

2012

Road trip for “Fix the
Bruce” campaign

2014

Emerald Airport Apron
Extension opened

Ken O’Dowd MP • www.kenodowd.com.au
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10 Years of Servicing Flynn
2016

2019

Gayndah Disaster
Centre opened

Retained his seat
in Flynn

2016

SOD turn
Blackwater pool

2019

2018

Biloela Community
Resource Centre
Extension project
completed

Benaraby Driver
Education Facility
opened

2016

2019

PCYC solar power
funding announced

2016

Valentine Creek
Bridge Replaced

Retained his seat
in Flynn

2015

2018

Mount Morgan
Showground Fence
Refurbishment
completed

2017

Major upgrade for
St Vincent de Paul
centre in Gladstone
funding announced

McIndoe Park
Upgrade completed

2020

CQ University
Gladstone Marina
Campus Trades
Training Centre opens

2017

2015

Southern Oil Refining
Pty Ltd – Gladstone
Northern Oil Advanced
Biofuels Laboratory
commences

2015

Moura Recreational
Grounds opens

Uniting Church
facility at Glen Eden
refurbishment

2018

Boyne Tannum
Men’s Shed grant
awarded to purchase
equipment to ensure
a safe workshop
environment

2020

Funding announced
for round 20 of
the National Shed
Development
programme

2018

PCYC solar power
and battery storage
system installation
completed

2020

Waste facility
inf rastructure
expansion at Benaraby
announced

GLADSTONE OFFICE 76 Goondoon St, Gladstone Q 4680 • (07) 4972 5465
EMERALD OFFICE 2/115 Egerton St, Emerald Q 4720 • (07) 4982 4266

TOP THINGS TO DO
THIS SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
SPOILT FOR CHOICE,
OUR GREAT REGION
OFFERS SO MANY
WONDERFUL THINGS
TO SEE AND DO.
Here we’ve compiled an ultimate
list of the TOP things to do and see
this school holidays for you to tick
off one by one leading up to World
Tourism Day.
Jump in your 4WD, pack the
swag and discover the magic
of Deepwater and Eurimbula
National Park.
Get active on over 15kms of
pathway, known as the ‘Turtleway
Bikeway’, which winds along the
Tannum Sands coastline. While
you’re already there, be sure to
appreciate the Boyne Tannum
Turtleway Artscape with artwork
such as sculptures, mosaic and
functional art among other things.
Pack the esky, fishing rod and go on
an adventure to Boynedale Bush
Camp. This camp is provided f ree
and there’s even the possibility of
spotting a platypus! While you are
out there, plan a trip to explore
Kroombit Tops National Park
and visit the remains of a World
War II Liberator Bomber aircraft
‘Beautiful Betsy’.
Step back in time and relive
the history of Calliope at the
Historical Village. Plan your visit
on a market day and stock up
on local produce and handmade
homewares at the local Calliope
River Historical Village markets.
When you are finished at the
market, fish off the bank of the

Ken O’Dowd MP

Calliope River rest area - perfect
for the youngsters to learn how to
throw in a line.
If fresh prawns, scallops, oysters,
and reef fish take your fancy, visit
your local fish n’ chips shop for your
daily seafood dose. Have dinner
with a view under the magical fig
tree at Spinnaker Park. Trust us, it
looks like something out of a fairytale book.
Depart the Marina with the local
ferry service and spend the day at
one of the tropical islands that wait
patiently of the Gladstone coastline.
Experience flatback turtles nesting
and hatching between October
and March every year, at the south
end of Curtis Island.
Calling all fishing enthusiasts… Try
your luck at catching the famed
Barramundi, Mullet or Mangrove
Jack at Lake Awoonga. Slip into
the cool waters for a relaxing dip,

leisurely kayak or try your hand at
stand-up paddle boarding.
Grab your hiking gear, climb Mount
Larcom and be rewarded with a
spectacular 360-degree view of the
Gladstone Region
Take a day trip to Lady Musgrave
Island and discover its unique
inner lagoon – it’s like swimming in
a giant aquarium. Camp on top of
Lady Musgrave Island’s 400 acres of
living reef with seabirds and turtles
as your only neighbours.
Explore Isla Gorge National Park
with it’s beautiful complex maze
of gorges and isolated sandstone
monoliths. Soft precipice sandstone
has eroded into a breathtaking
panorama of cliffs, peaks,
overhangs, tunnels, and arches. The
rock changes from yellow to orange
and pink with the angle of the sun.

Gladstone Office, 76 Goondoon St, Gladstone Q 4680 • (07) 4972 5465
Emerald Office, 2/115 Egerton St, Emerald Q 4720 • (07) 4982 4266
Ken O’Dowd MP • www.kenodowd.com.au
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26 LARCing years
NO ONE APPRECIATES WORLD TOURISM
DAY QUITE LIKE 1770 LARC! TOURS.

World Tourism Day
WORLD TOURISM DAY IS ON 27TH OF
SEPTEMBER 2020, WITH THE THEME OF
‘TOURISM AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT’,
AND WILL CELEBRATE THE UNIQUE ROLE
THAT TOURISM PLAYS IN PROVIDING
OPPORTUNITIES OUTSIDE OF BIG CITIES
AND PRESERVING CULTURAL AND
NATURAL HERITAGE ALL AROUND THE
WORLD.
Development through tourism can also keep rural
communities alive. It is estimated that by 2050, 68% of the
world population will live in urban areas, while 80% of
those currently living in ‘extreme poverty’ live outside of
towns and cities.
There has never been a better – or more important – time
to get out and explore Australia. From long lunches at a
cellar door to nights spent under infinite outback stars,
there are endless experiences to be found right on your
doorstep.
International travel may be off the cards for a while, but
we are fortunate enough to live in the most beautiful
country in the world. It has been a challenging year for
many Australian businesses. So, it is imperative that you
use that precious annual leave to pack up an eski and
explore our wonderful backyard. Start dreaming now and,
as restrictions ease, load up the four wheel drive and start
with a short drive to rediscover a nearby hidden gem and
then go as far as 4x4 will take you.

In May 1994 the first pink LARC! rolled out of the Town of
1770 and into the surrounding waterways and lush National
Parks. Who knew that 26 years later that same pink LARC!
would still be exploring this secluded piece of paradise?
It has been an exciting journey for 1770 LARC! Tours to
arrive where they are now - their second pink LARC vessel
was introduced in 1997. The Bustard Head Lightstation,
destination for the popular Paradise Tour, was significantly
restored and is now filled with artefacts and memorabilia.
LARC! guests can even enter the historical lighthouse tower,
which celebrated its 150th birthday in 2018.
Owner Neil Mergard said “We are so proud to continue
LARCing around. Our amazing team have always put in every
effort to create what we consider one of the greatest ‘Must
Do’ tours in Australia!”

LAKE AWOONGA
RECREATION UPGRADES
GIVEN THE GREEN LIGHT
GLADSTONE AREA WATER
BOARD (GAWB) WILL
INJECT MORE THAN $7
MILLION INTO OUTDOOR
RECREATION PROJECTS
OVER THE NEXT FIVE
YEARS, WITH FUNDING
FOR THE LAKE AWOONGA
RECREATION STRATEGY
RECENTLY ANNOUNCED.
The strategy, developed in conjunction
with GAWB’s Community Consultation
Forum, will see GAWB upgrade and
expand its popular Lake Awoonga and
Boynedale Bush Camp recreational
facilities.
GAWB Chief Executive Officer, Darren
Barlow, said the Lake Awoonga
Recreation Strategy was “developed with
the community for the community” as
part of the organisation’s 2020 price
monitoring exercise.
“Since 2017 we’ve worked with our
Community Consultation Forum to
identify opportunities to expand our
current recreational facilities, construct
new facilities, and create commercial
opportunities that encourage economic
8

growth and increased visitation to the
Gladstone region,” Mr Barlow said.
“This multi-million investment is all
part of our commitment to enhancing
the lifestyle and economic development
of regional Queensland. We’re proud to
invest in the future of Gladstone.
“The strategy also includes the design
and construction of our cornerstone
recreational project – the muchanticipated Lake Awoonga section of
the Boyne Burnett Inland Rail Trail
network.”
GAWB will design and construct a 3.5
kilometre stretch of decommissioned
rail corridor that starts at the popular
Boynedale Bush Camp, running right
through to 4 Mile Scrub. The trail will
form part of the much-anticipated Boyne
Burnett Inland Rail Trail network, with
construction expected to be complete by
2024.
Mr Barlow said the Lake Awoonga
Recreation Strategy would increase
liveability and boost economic activity
across adjacent communities.
“Rail trails support active, healthy

lifestyles, allow for the innovative use
of disused state-owned infrastructure,
and contribute to both historical
and environmental preservation and
management of the area,” Mr Barlow said.
Gladstone Area Promotion and
Development Limited CEO and GAWB
Community Consultation Forum
member, Gus Stedman, welcomed the
news.
“Lake Awoonga and Boynedale
Bush Camp are extremely popular
destinations for the region’s drive
tourism market, with more than 30,000
people visiting the area every year,” Mr
Stedman said.
“Lake Awoonga has always been renown
for exceptional fishing, camping and
outoor recreation opportunities and
this project will only see the Lake’s
reputation grow throughout the state.
“GAWB’s commitment to developing
recreational facilities in the Lake
Awoonga catchment will benefit our
entire community and provide yet
another reason to visit or call our region
home.”

LAKE AWOONGA
RECREATIONAL STRATEGY
2020 - 2025

INVESTING IN OUR WATER FUTURE
We’re delivering on our commitment to be a leading water
provider that promotes the economic development and
enhances the lifestyle of regional Queensland.
In consultation with our customers and community
stakeholders we have developed a five-year plan that
ensures our continued ability to provide secure and highly
reliable water to the Gladstone region now and into the
future.
Between 2020 - 2025 we’re investing more than $7
million in the upgrade and enhancement of Lake Awoonga
recreation facilities.

OUR RECREATIONAL STRATEGY
WILL DELIVER ON THREE KEY
OBJECTIVES:
1. Maintenance and upgrade of existing facilities
2. Construction of new recreational areas and facilities,
including a ‘Rail Trail’ (walking track)
3. Facilitate partnerships & commercial opportunities that
encourage economic growth in the Gladstone region.

BOYNEDALE BUSH CAMP TO 4 MILE SCRUB INLAND RAIL TRAIL
As the cornerstone project of GAWB’s Recreation Strategy, the Lake
Awoonga Inland Rail Trail includes the development of a 3.5-kilometre
walking track between Boynedale Bush Camp and 4 Mile Scrub.
The trail will feature sections for non-motorised travel such as walking
and cycling, while the Four Mile Scrub section will be open to foot
traffic only.
The trail will offer stunning views of Lake Awoonga and the
surrounding catchment area and is expected to boost visitor numbers
to the region once complete. This project represents a $970,000
investment into the region’s tourism sector. Development of the rail
trail is expected to begin in 2023, with targeted completion in 2024.

HOW DID WE CREATE THE STRATEGY?
In 2017, GAWB commenced a deliberative engagement
process with customers and key stakeholders. The cornerstone
of this engagement was the formation of a Community
Consultative Forum (CCF), comprised of 14 representatives
from a diverse cross section of community groups and peak
organisations. The CCF, together with the wider community,
highlighted an appetite for further utilization and development
of the existing Lake Awoonga Recreational Areas on the eastern
(Benaraby) and western (Boyne Valley) sides of the lake. With
input from key internal and external stakeholders, the Lake
Awoonga Recreation Strategy was born.

(07) 4976 3000 | www.gawb.qld.gov.au

Find us on Facebook
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THE GCCI BEST IN BUSINESS AWARDS ARE A GREAT WAY TO
ACKNOWLEDGE THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF LOCAL BUSINESSES
OVER THE PAST YEAR AS WELL AS THE NOT FOR PROFITS AND
OTHER ORGANISATIONS IN THE REGION.

vote now!

gala dinner

Here is your chance to vote for a business,
no matter how big or small, that has gone
above and beyond for you!

The GCCI 2020 Best in Business Awards
Gala Dinner is an evening to celebrate and
brush shoulders with the finest business
people in the Gladstone Region.

VOTE HERE:
gladstonenews.com.au

GET YOUR TICKETS:
2020bibgaladinner.eventbrite.com.au

thank you to our sponsors
PRESENTING PARTNERS

GOLD

MEDIA

BRONZE

chocolate keto cake
THANKS TO KATRINA FROM THE HEALTH NUT
Ingredients
Cake
1 1/2 cups fine almond flour
1/4 cup cocoa powder
2 tbsp cocoa
2 1/4 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp salt
1/3 cup water or milk of choice
3 eggs
1/3 cup granulated erythritol or
regular sugar
1 1/2 tsp pure vanilla extract

Instructions
For a double layer cake, simply
double the recipe and bake in two
8-inch pans.

Frosting
1 1/2 cups Butter (softened)
10 tbsp Cocoa powder
1/2 cup Besti Powdered Monk
Fruit Allulose Blend
1 tsp Vanilla extract
1 tbsp Heavy cream

3. Bake for 14 minutes on the center
rack (some ovens require more
baking time, so continue cooking
until firm if needed).

(07) 4972 3784
2/117 Toolooa St,
South Gladstone QLD 4680

1. Preheat the oven to 350 F.
2. Grease an 8-inch pan, and line
with parchment. Stir all ingredients
together very well, then spread into
the pan. If needed, use a second
sheet of parchment to smooth down.

4. Make frosting. Let cake cool
completely before adding frosting.

Popular park turns blue

FOR AN IMPORTANT CAUSE
GLADSTONE’S LIONS PARK
IS LOOKING A LITTLE BLUE,
BUT IT’S ALL FOR A VERY
WORTHY CAUSE.

The Health Nut

Gladstone Regional Council has
teamed up with Treescape to support
the Blue Tree Project ahead of
Queensland Mental Health Week 2020,
running from 10-18 October.

Residents may have already noticed a
deceased blue gum, fittingly painted in
blue, located near Police Creek at Lions
Park.
Gladstone Region Councillor Chris
Cameron encouraged local schools and
businesses to support the Blue Tree
Project initiative by painting a tree of
their own.
“The aim of the Blue Tree Project is
to help spark difficult conversations,
encouraging people to speak up
about their mental health concerns,”
Councillor Cameron said.

a message that ‘it’s OK to not be
OK’, which can help break down the
stigma that’s still attached to mental
wellbeing.
“This iconic blue tree will be a great
conversation starter and Council
encourages people struggling with
their mental health to seek support
– whether that’s professional help
or simply checking in on friends and
family.
“Individually we are one tree, but
together we are a forest.”
Cr Cameron added that Gladstone
Regional Council is committed to
improving employee health and
wellbeing by listening, caring, and
encouraging respect towards our own
people and the community.
Please visit www.gladstone.qld.gov.au/
blue-tree-project for more information.
If you or anyone you know needs help,
please contact lifeline on 13 11 14.

“By spreading paint, we can spread
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QAL TAKES RUOK DAY
TO THE NEXT LEVEL WITH PEER SUPPORT PROGRAM
QUEENSLAND ALUMINA
LIMITED (QAL) HAS TAKEN
RUOK DAY TO THE NEXT
LEVEL, WITH THE LAUNCH
OF ITS ONSITE PEER
SUPPORT PROGRAM.
The program allows QAL team members
to become trained onsite support
volunteers who can help colleagues
experiencing stress by providing a
listening ear, practical assistance, or
connecting them to professional help
when needed.
QAL general manger Pine Pienaar said
“The average person spends over one
third of their life in the workplace, so it
is no surprise that, more often than not,
it is our colleagues we turn to in times
of need or who are the first to recognise
the signs that a team member may be
struggling.”

In the first round of peer supporter
recruitment, QAL had over 48
employees raise their hand to become
trained volunteers. This Thursday
marks the launch of the program, where
volunteers will be speaking with teams
across site as part of QAL’s RUOK day
event.
QAL Crane Base team member, Ross
Impiccini was amongst the applicants
that stepped up to become a peer
supporter.

BANKS ARE BEING SUPPORTIVE
Struggling homeowners have been
supported by banks who have had the
ability to offer six-month mortgage
payment freezes. These loans expire
this month, meaning those people who
are able to start repaying their them,
will be required to do so. Those who
are still unable to, will be given an
extension.
If banks stop supporting virus-hit
homeowners, mortgagee sales would
likely increase dramatically which
12

The program is a key step within QAL’s
business-wide wellbeing strategy to
ensure everyone goes home safely every
day.

“I believe I can support others, be a
listening ear and provide the peer
support that is welcomed by most when
they can’t see the light at the end of the

AREN'T PLUMMETING DESPITE THE RECESSION

At this point, every capital city except
for Darwin has higher house prices
than they did a year ago. According to
economists at realestate.com, there are
five key reasons for this.

The peer support initiative has already
proven successful at both Boyne
Smelters Limited and Rio Tinto Yarwun
operations, with a range of employees
receiving the support, conversation and
assistance to help them journey through
tough times.

“I know what it is like to feel
overwhelmed and I understand the
importance of mindset and being able
to work through situations with a glasshalf-full attitude.

WHY HOUSE PRICES

DUE TO COVID-19
RESTRICTIONS, AUSTRALIA IS
OFFICIALLY IN A RECESSION,
BUT HOUSING PRICES HAVE
YET TO PLUMMET.

tunnel.”

in turn would cause house prices to
tumble.
UNEMPLOYMENT IS HITTING
RENTERS
Unemployment is rising, with young
people being the hardest hit. This rise
has hit the rental market, with rental
listings increasing dramatically in the
months after the pandemic, causing
prices to drop.
PARTS OF THE ECONOMY ARE
DOING WELL
Despite the recession, not every
part of the economy is struggling.
In Queensland the mining sector is
providing a decent boost. According to
the economists from realestate.com,
Queensland is currently home to the
most confident buyers and sellers.
EMPLOYED PEOPLE AREN’T
SPENDING AS MUCH
Although the majority of well to

do, white collar professionals have
managed to retain their jobs, the
recession is making everyone nervous.
In effect households are currently
saving nearly 20% of their disposable
income.
Safe work conditions for such
households is good news for the
premium property markets, with
many of Australia’s expensive suburbs
continuing to see price growth through
the pandemic.
STIMULUS IS HELPING
Government stimulus like the
JobKeeper payments are helping keep
house prices steady. Policies that target
home buyers, like the 5% home loan
deposit scheme and the HomeBuilder
grants are ensuring a steady flow of
demand into housing.
According to economists, the largest
threat to house prices at this stage is
the potential withdrawal of support to
homeowners from banks. The economy
failing to quickly bounce back or
unemployment continuing to rise could
also have dire effects on the housing
market. For now however, prices are
more stable than predicted.

Benefiting
from Back to
Business Grants
TWENTY-NINE LOCAL
BUSINESSES FROM
ACROSS THE GLADSTONE
REGION IMPACTED BY THE
COVID-19 PANDEMIC ARE
THE LUCKY RECIPIENTS OF
$100K IN FUNDS THANKS
TO THE BACK TO BUSINESS
GRANTS PROGRAM.

Shell’s QGC business teamed with
Gladstone’s key regional economic and
tourism organisations – Gladstone
Engineering Alliance (GEA): Gladstone
Area Promotion and Development
Limited (GAPDL), Gladstone Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (GCCI)
and Discovery Coast Tourism and
Commerce (DCTC) - to provide the
grants of up to $5000 designed to assist
small to medium-sized businesses
as they adapt to the new operating
environment, while stimulating local
spend.
The initiative is funded by Shell’s
QGC business and administered by
Gladstone Engineering Alliance.
GEA General Manager Chantale Lane
said the recipients represented a
broad cross-section of the business
community, from cafes to tourism
operators and allied health providers.
“Not only was there a significant
diversity of businesses but the
recipients are located across our region
from the Gladstone CBD to Calliope,

Boyne Tannum, Turkey Beach, and
Agnes Water/1770 and various points in
between,” Ms Lane said.
Lindy Fry-Mitchell, owner of Eden
Element’s, a pottery business
specializing in individually handcrafted gifts, is one of the lucky
recipients of the grant, applying in July
and receiving it in August.
“I have a small home-based business
where I make pots. I have been doing
pottery for 27 years and it has always
been my passion for a large part of my
life.”
You can find Lindy’s hand-crafted pots
stocked at Our Tiny Emporium in Tank
Street and at The Boat Shed Gallery in
Turkey Beach.
The grant money is being used to create
a website for Eden Elements due to the
negative impact COVID-19 had on her
business’ traditional means of sale.
“Once Coronavirus came the markets
and festivals I normally do weren’t on
and I’ve always sold locally at local
festivals and markets.”
“I’ve always wanted a website, but it was
just something that as a small business
we struggled to find time to build and to
find funds to pay someone.”
“I am getting the website designed and
built by Olga Summerhayes at Infinite

Imagination. Because the money was for
local businesses, I didn’t want to get an
external web designer to do it, so I got a
local web designer. The $3,500 they have
given me for the grant is being spent
back in Gladstone on another small
business, so two small business’ benefit.”
“This grant will be a huge help to my
business, because currently my online
sales are only through Facebook. Having
a website just multiplies the potential
customers by hundreds of thousands of
people.”
Lindy went on to say how thankful she
was for the opportunity.
“I was quite lucky, because the day I did
the application my husband had just
came out of a seven-and-a-half-hour
open heart surgery. So, the closing
date was coming, and I hadn’t done
my application, so here I am sitting in
Brisbane doing this funding application
outside of intensive care.”
“I’m just incredibly grateful that they
have come out and offered to support
small businesses, I think it’s amazing. I
know two other businesses whose future
will be changed dramatically just as a
result of this.”
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3/19 Tank Street Gladstone Central QLD 4680
gladstone.eldersrealestate.com.au
07 4972 5700

2
GLADSTONE 73/30 Goondoon Street
Inspections: By Appointment Price: $399,000

2

1

4
CLINTON 26 Wyara Close
Inspections: By Appointment Price: $429,000

2

4

3
TURKEY BEACH 7 Anderson Street
Inspections: By Appointment Price: $295,000

1

2

3
O’CONNELL 30 Compigne Road
Inspections: By Appointment Price: $695,000

1

4

(07) 4972 2484
www.locationsestateagents.com.au

9 KOOLIVOO PARADE
BOYNE ISLAND

4

2

2

1

$319,000

With summer just around the corner this will be the perfect opportunity for
you to enjoy your new home complete with inground swimming pool and solar
power all in the wonderful estate of Riverstone Rise.
• 4 carpeted bedrooms, all with air conditioning & built in robes
• Open plan tiled living with air conditioning
• Kitchen with stainless appliances including dishwasher,
island bench
• Inground swimming pool
• Corner allotment, fenced rear yard with side gates

Jenny Kulikov

0472 543 382
jenny@locationsestateagents.com.au

CALLIOPE

REAL ESTATE

21 WYNDHAM ROAD
BEECHER

4

2

6+

$675,000

This immaculately presented 4 bedroom home offers neutral tones, gracious
sized kitchen, and large open living space to ensure all the family fit
comfortably. Large tiled alfresco overlooking the inground saltwater pool is an
essential bonus during summer!
Not to be forgotten are the THREE SHEDS. Including a 10m x 9m shed with
3m & 3.1m clearance on the front roller doors, 3m x 9m annexe at the rear,
and 3 phase power. Shed two is a 7m x 7m Double bay
shed, and shed three is a 6m x 3.1m equipment shed.

Angie Kulikov

0437 770 058
angie@locationsestateagents.com.au

Dawson Hwy, Calliope QLD
www.callioperealestate.com.au
(07) 4975 7271

CALLIOPE
C H A S E E S TAT E

6 BLOCKS AVAILABLE
600M 2 – 814M 2
PRICES FROM $75,000
Make dreams a reality. Experience the
lifestyle Calliope Chase Estate provides.
Open parklands, lake side walking
tracks, fresh country air and Calliope
hospitality are calling. Only 6 easy build
blocks remain 600m2 – 814m2. Take
advantage of the building grants and
developer reductions. Talk to us and find
out more.
Phone Stacey Marjoram 0438 728 769
or Emma Dingle 0419 714 937
15

UNSUITED
REAL ESTATE
UNSUITED REAL ESTATE IS GLADSTONE’S
NEWEST PROPERTY AGENCY AND PLANS TO
OPEN WITH A BANG ON OCTOBER 1ST.

we go right into where they are financially, so we can set
a structure for them and not make their situation worse.”
Jason said.

Unsuited Real Estate is a family business, owned and
operated by Jason Fitzgerald and his wife. Jason studied his
Diploma of Property Services in 2015 and started working
with an agency in Brisbane, before accepting a job and
moving back home to Gladstone in 2016.

Currently, Jason believes Gladstone’s property market is
looking quite good.

“Previously to 2015 I had been working in transport for
20 years but had to have a career change due to health
reasons. So, I thought I’d give real estate a go and loved it.”
Jason said.

“There isn’t too much fluctuation either way, it just seems
to be pretty steady due to low interest rates. There are
some really good properties out there at the moment, so
it’s a good time to buy and a good time to sell!”

Jason started his own real estate agency as he doesn’t like
the direction the real estate industry is going.
“I’m more concerned about matching the right buyers to
the right houses. For me it’s not about how much you can
earn, it’s about matching people correctly and taking the
time.

R E A L E S TAT E

UNSUITED

“WE DON’T DRESS TO IMPRESS, WE NEGOTIATE TO IMPRESS”

“A lot of people are pushed into buying a house they
don’t want, or they’re pushed aside because they’re too
particular. But I’ve always been about taking my time with
buyers and get them what they want.
“So, it’s about me wanting to negotiate better outcomes for
buyers and sellers really. I’ve had quite a few people ask me
to start my own business over the years too.” Jason said.
Jason believes in using old school values, he doesn’t have a
single structure, instead opting for multiple structures to
ensure everyone can be helped.
“This morning for example we were working on an
appraisal and the clients were first time home buyers 12
months ago. Due to unforeseen circumstances they’ve now
got to sell, and they’d never been through the process.
Obviously, they’d been through the process of buying
but it was easy for them as they’d known the person they
bought from. But they had no idea what the processes were
for selling and what the step by step process would be. So,
you know, we take the time of going through all that and
16

Auctions • Selling • Buying • Investing
GLADSTONE REGION’S
NEWEST LOCAL FAMILY
RUN REAL ESTATE.
While interest rates remain
low buyers are snapping up
properties and sellers are taking
their next steps in life. If you
want an agency that will work
hard, is honest and has a range
of structures for services and
marketing then contact us today.

Call 0476 359 208 for
your free appraisal!

UN
U

Unsuited Real Estate
www.unsuitedrealestate.com.au
22 Carinya Dr, Clinton QLD 4680

THREE SIMPLE
AND EASY
WAYS TO
IMPROVE
YOUR HOME’S
EXTERIOR
THEY SAY LESS IS MORE AND WHEN IT COMES
TO HOUSE EXTERIORS, TRUER WORDS HAVE
NEVER BEEN SPOKEN.
Simple, well thought out upgrades can make the world of
difference to a drab looking home. If you’re looking up your
property’s street appeal but don’t know where to start, give
one or all of these projects a go!

RESTORE YOUR ROOF
Restoring a tired looking roof is like giving your home a face
lift. Even if the roof is still functioning properly without any
leaking or damage, upgrading can still be a good idea. When

a roof begins to show real signs of aging, giving it a facelift
not only minimises the potential for damage, but also has
enormous aesthetic benefits.
Homeowners often assume the job is going to be arduous
and time consuming, but in fact the opposite is true.
Companies like Dulux provide full Roof Restoration Services
which allow you to sit back and relax while the professionals
get the job done.

UPDATE YOUR DRIVEWAY

THE ONE STOP SHOP WHEN
IT COMES TO CONCRETE

new concrete installation • structural • decorative
concrete repairs • resurfacing

The first feature to any house is the driveway entrance,
it's generally the largest slab of exterior concrete on any
property and the most underrated asset. Whether you
are getting ready to sell or just upgrading, engaging a
professional team, like BROCON Contracting can help
increase the value of your property and dramatically
improve your properties kerb appeal. The large range of
colour choices and patterns makes it easy to colour match
your driveway to your house. First impressions don't
come around twice, so make a good one with an upgraded
driveway finish.

PAINT YOUR TRIMS
Over the years, paint trims have experienced a plethora of
trends- both good and bad, from complementary tonal hues,
to stark, contrasting colours. Giving the trims of your 1990’s
home a fresh lick of paint is a sure-fire way to bring your
place into this century.

LOCALLY OWNED COMPANY WITH OVER 13 YEARS
EXPERIENCE IN ALL THINGS CONCRETE

CALL 0439 847 204 FOR YOUR QUOTE
Like us on Facebook

In 2020, trims are usually painted either the same colour
as the house or a more intense version of it. Regardless of
the colours you decide on, never choose more than three
for your home’s exterior. You can have one for walls, one for
trim and one for accents, but any more than that will result
in a messy looking property.
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Solar supply in Queensland

IS THROUGH THE ROOF
MORE THAN 600,000
QUEENSLAND HOMES AND
SMALL BUSINESSES NOW
HAVE ROOFTOP SOLAR
PANELS HELPING DRIVE
DOWN THEIR POWER BILLS.

Energy Minister Dr Anthony Lynham
said one in three Queensland homes was
now equipped with rooftop solar.
“The ‘Sunshine State’ is fast becoming
the ‘Solar State’,” Dr Lynham said.
“Queensland has one of the highest
penetrations of solar in the world.”
“Four of Australia’s top-five solar
postcodes are in Queensland, with
Bundaberg number one and Hervey Bay,
Mackay and Toowoomba at three, four
and five.
“This is good news for the environment,

good news for household power bills and
good news for jobs and business in the
renewables industry.
“Queensland has an economic strategy
for recovery, and it includes jobs in
emerging sectors like renewables.
Dr Lynham said renewables now had
become the cheapest form of energy
generation, which helped to put
downward pressure on energy prices.
Queensland’s renewable energy
revolution is also underway in large
scale renewable projects. Over the
past five years under Labor, 40 largescale renewable energy projects
have commenced operations, are
under construction or are financially
committed, representing around $7.5
billion in investment and more than
6000 jobs in construction.

Solar success stats:
•O
 ne in three Queensland
households has solar, making
Queensland a world leader.
•W
 e have more solar systems
than any other state.
•Q
 ueensland boasts six of the top
ten solar postcodes in Australia.
•Q
 ueensland has almost 1
kilowatt of solar, or about four
solar panels, per person.
• I n July 2020 alone, almost 6000
business and residential solar
systems were connected across
Queensland.
• I n the past 12 months, about 850
megawatts of solar energy has
come online.
• I n 2019, a new solar system was
installed every 9 minutes.

FREE UPGRADE
to Growatt Hybrid Inverter for
September. Valued at over $500.
Yes! You Can Afford Solar!

6.66kW System With 5kW Inverter • 18 X 370 Watt Panels
Amortized over 10 years, the cost of solar works out at about 6.5c a kWh!
So how much are you paying from the grid? Tariff 11 is 24c including GST!
Putting it off is costing you big dollars every quarter.

Find out how solar power can help you. Servicing the Gladstone area since 2010.

Ring Murray, your solar power expert, on 0402 901 478
07 4972 8449 | 37A Toolooa Street, Gladstone QLD 4680

www.gladstonesolarpower.com.au

GPC’s Future Marina Parklands Vision
GLADSTONE PORTS
CORPORATION’S (GPC)
VISION TO TRANSFORM
33 HECTARES NEAR THE
MARINA INTO A LARGE
LANDSCAPED AREA FOR
FUTURE LEARNING AND
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES,
IS TAKING SHAPE.

Shovels hit the ground on the milliondollar earthworks project at the eastern
side of Alf O'Rourke Drive in the 2017/18
financial year.
More than one million cubic metres of
material has been placed and another
250 cubic metres is expected to be added
to the final stage.
Acting CEO Craig Walker said the area
has been earmarked for parklands, cycle
and walking trails, education facilities
and commercial opportunity in GPC’s
Land Use Plan.
“The area originally consisted of lowlying unusable space and is located

close to one of GPC’s Marina Parkland
entrances and existing commercial
businesses,” Mr Walker said.
“Once complete the area will provide
an extension to the existing precinct for
locals to play and explore and provide
opportunities for local businesses.
“Our Marina is an important asset and
we’re committed to transforming it into
one of Queensland’s best waterfront
locations.”
The project includes the construction
of land improvement, large drainage
channels and access to locations on Alf
O’Rourke Drive extending to Auckland
Creek.

“The initial works will also assist in
improving the aesthetics of the area
by ground improvement works and
providing good drainage to meet our
sustainability aspiration,” he said.
GPC first started developing the area we
now know as the Marina in the 70s and
since then more than 3.3 million cubic
metres of material has been spread across
50 hectares to provide beautiful, practical
spaces now used by the University, parks
and businesses.
The project follows the successful
completion of East Shores 1B.

Mr Walker said there were further plans
to improve the areas surrounding Alf
O’Rourke Drive.
“It is necessary to continue the
development of this area, raising and
shaping the ground level to facilitate
future development to future proof our
region.” Mr Walker said.

Gladstone Ports
Corporation Parkland Guidelines
DOGS
Dogs are permitted within our parklands except in playgrounds, the East Shores water play park, boot camp and at the
outdoor cinema. Dogs must be on a leash at all times and owners are to clean up after their pet. Dog waste bags are

BIKE, SKATEBOARDS AND SCOOTERS
Bikes, skateboards and scooters are not permitted within the East Shores water play park and/or any of the playground
areas. Please use existing parkland pathways and be mindful of other users at all times.

GLASS
Glass is prohibited in all areas of our parklands. Please view the GPC Parklands maps regarding alcohol consumption.

RUBBISH
Waste receptacles are provided through out the parklands for general users. Please refer to the Queensland
Government website regarding use of balloons. Please appropriately dispose of any temporary decorations.

TEMPORARY INFRASTRUCTURE
Pegs and star pickets are discouraged in all areas of our parklands due to the complex underground irrigation systems.
Temporary infrastructure must be weighted down appropriately.

For more information please visit our website.

1800 243 472

I

gpcl.com.au

ENROLMENT ENQUIRIES

WELCOME

Catholic Secondary Colleges confident

IMPLEMENTING QUEENSLAND’S NEW SENIOR ASSESSMENT SYSTEM
CATHOLIC SECONDARY
COLLEGES FROM
BUNDABERG TO MACKAY
AND WEST TO EMERALD
ARE VERY CONFIDENT WITH
THE LEVELS OF SUPPORT
THAT HAVE BEEN PROVIDED
TO THIS YEAR’S YEAR 12
STUDENTS AS ALL SCHOOLS
IN QUEENSLAND MOVE
TO THE FINAL PHASE OF
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE NEW QUEENSLAND
CERTIFICATE OF
EDUCATION (QCE).
On 20 November 2020, over 1000 Year
12 students will graduate from seven
Catholic Secondary Colleges which are
part of the Catholic Education system
for the Diocese of Rockhampton. This
year’s Year 12 students are the first to
include ATAR eligible students (students
who have completed five general
subjects, or four general subjects plus a
Certificate III or applied subject). They
will also undertake external assessments
in their general subjects during the
18-day external assessment period
being conducted by the Queensland
Curriculum and Assessment Authority
(QCAA) from 26 October to 18 November.
In preparation for the external
assessments, senior students have
already participated in “mock” exams
and received regular feedback from
their teachers. In the first three weeks
of Term 4, they will engage in intensive
revision to ensure they are well-prepared
to do their best in the final stage of their
studies this year through the externally
set examinations.
Director of Catholic Education – Diocese
of Rockhampton, Miss Leesa Jeffcoat said
that, “Every college has implemented at
least two of the ‘brand new syllabuses’
(Design, Digital Solutions, Literature,

Psychology, Engineering, Food and
Nutrition) and our Catholic Colleges
are continuing to have a solid uptake
of school-based apprenticeship
and traineeship opportunities with
currently 170 students signed up. This
gives recognised credits towards their
QCE. Despite the year being somewhat
disrupted due to COVID -19, our 2020
senior students have applied themselves
with maturity, diligence and commitment
to their learning, well-supported at all
times by their dedicated teachers.”
Catholic Education – Diocese of
Rockhampton has run a significant
number of networking opportunities
over the past three years to support
shared resourcing and collaboration
among senior teachers. Miss Jeffcoat
also acknowledged the tremendous
professional support provided by the
QCAA staff over this period of time
through extensive online and until
recently face to face professional
learning opportunities.
Assistant Director: Teaching and
Learning, Mrs. Carmel Kriz, said that,
“Teachers have been extraordinary
in their commitment and support of
the new system, many in Lead and
Chief roles in the new QCE system. For
example, we have 16 who are endorsers
– checking that internal assessment
from across the state aligns with the
syllabus and is reliable and accessible
to students. We also have 55 confirmers
who participate in a process to ensure
that student assessment across the
state is graded fairly, accurately and
consistently. Many teachers have also
applied to be markers of the external
assessments, managed by the QCAA.
This is a wonderful representation of our
teachers and acknowledgement of their
professionalism,” Mrs Kriz said.
In Term 4 this year, Catholic Education

1800 228 433 - www.rok.catholic.edu.au -

– Diocese of Rockhampton will be
running ten ‘Think Tanks’ for teachers
to de-construct external assessment
tasks, de-brief on the first cycle of
implementation of the new QCE system,
and engage in professional conversations
to build consistency of understanding.
“Despite the implications of the COVID
– 19 pandemic and Learning from
Home during Term 2, the incredible
professionalism of our teachers and staff
has been exemplified. Our students too,
in all year levels, but particularly Year
12 rose to the challenge and focused on
learning and committing to educational
expectations. This has been a credit to
them all,” Miss Jeffcoat said.

Catholic Secondary
Colleges – Catholic
Education Diocese of
Rockhampton
Shalom College Bundaberg
Chanel College Gladstone
Marist College Emerald
The Cathedral College Rockhampton
Emmaus College North Rockhampton
St Patrick’s College Mackay
Holy Spirit College Mackay

tucka-time receives large donation
STOCKLAND IS PROUD
TO SUPPORT THE
FOUNDATION FOR RURAL
& REGIONAL RENEWAL'S
(FRRR) TACKLING TOUGH
TIMES TOGETHER GRANTS
PROGRAM, WHICH HELPS
DROUGHT-AFFECTED
COMMUNITIES ACCESS THE
RESOURCES THEY NEED TO
SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER.

Stockland CARE Foundation's donation
to FRRR has helped fund a $37,500
grant to the Centre for Rural and
Regional Indigenous Health for their
Tucka-Time Program, which is designed
to increase access to fresh produce and
help improve nutrition for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander primary aged
students in the Gladstone area.
Melena McKeown, spokesperson for
the Centre for Rural and Regional
Indigenous Health, said the success
of the Tucka-Time program lay in its
grassroots principle of collaborating
with individual communities.
“We deliver a comprehensive health,
wellbeing, nutrition and cooking
program suitable for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people of all ages,
in either school or community settings,”
she said.
The program has been enhanced with

the addition of fruit and vegetables
boxes, made available through a grant
from the Stockland CARE Foundation.
Ms McKeown continued: “Not only will
these boxes introduce participants and
their families to a variety of fruit and
vegetables they may not have been
previously exposed to, but it also helps
boost local small businesses within
rural and regional communities. This is
a win-win situation for everyone.”
Amy Hogan, National Sustainability
Manager at Stockland, said that they
were proud to support such a worthy
cause.
It is expected that more than 1,500
food boxes will be distributed to the
750 participants and their extended
families enrolled in the program.
The Tucka-Time program will be rolled
out until December 2021.

do your best and
outsource the rest
Whether it be graphic design for billboards, car wraps
o r s o c i a l m e d i a p o s t s , o u r t e a m o f c r e a t i ve s w i l l p l a n ,
d e s i g n , ro l l o u t a n d w r a p u p yo u r n e e d s i n o n e n e a t
p a c k a g e s o yo u c a n f o c u s o n r u n n i n g yo u r b u s i n e s s .

MEDIA

07 4972 7648 • marketing@elevate.net.au
12/100 Goondoon St, Gladstone • elevate.net.au

sudoku time
SUDOKU IS A LOGIC PUZZLE GAME. THE
OBJECTIVE IS TO FILL THE 9X9 SUDOKU
GRID WITH DIGITS 1 TO 9 SUCH THAT EACH
OF THESE 9 DIGITS APPEARS IN EACH
ROW, EACH COLUMN AND EACH 3X3 SUBGRID ONCE ANY ONLY ONCE.

1
8 2

GLADSTONE 1846
A NORTHERN COLONY AND

7 8 4

6

INTENDED CONVICT SETTLEMENT
by Betty Laver

ON 17TH FEBRUARY 1846, QUEEN
VICTORIA SIGNED LETTERS PATENT
ESTABLISHING THE COLONY OF
NORTH AUSTRALIA, AND THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT PASSED A LAW TO DEFINE
ITS BOUNDARIES.

6
9

Lieutenant Colonel George Barney was appointed Lieutenant
Governor and superintendent of North Australia to
administer the new colony on behalf of Governor Fitzroy.
In September 1846, Barney arrived back in Sydney in the
William Hyde, having received his new commission for the
secretary of State for the Colonies, William Ewart Gladstone.
(Who Gladstone was named after).

7

22

6

7

9

5

8 2
8 5 9

8 2 3

Answers
1 3 9 7 8 4 2 6 5
8 2 7 5 1 6 9 3 4
5 6 4 9 3 2 1 7 8
4 9 8 3 2 5 6 1 7

Colonel George Barney was sent to explore the northern
colony for a suitable place for a convict settlement. He hired
the small paddle-wheel steamer, Cornubia, a vessel of some
ninety-four tons and set sail from Sydney in November 1846.
The vessel called in at Bustard Bay and Rodds Harbour,
but both these places were declared unsuitable. When they
reached Port Curtis however, Barney was immediately
impressed with the area.
When Barney arrived back in Sydney, Governor Fitzroy
was engaged in organising the early dispatch of the first
contingent of colonists and officials. Colonel George Barney
oversaw the party that left Sydney 8th January 1847 aboard
the Lord Auckland, a 516-ton barque. Brown and Co owned
this ship and the skipper was none other than the owner
himself Captain Brown. On board was the official party,
consisting of twenty-two men of the 99th regiment, seven
women and twelve children. Fitzroy also chartered the
Thomas Lowry to assist and this ship was to follow soon
after with the balance of stores and the rest of the personnel.
Fitzroy purchased the Kangaroo, a small steamer, and this
was to become a regular service craft between Moreton Bay
and Port Curtis.
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3 7 5 6 9 1 4 8 2
6 1 2 8 4 7 3 5 9

2 4 3 1 7 8 5 9 6
9 8 6 2 5 3 7 4 1
7 5 1 4 6 9 8 2 3
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slithering & swooping season begins
WARMER SPRING
DAYS SPARKS THE
COMMENCEMENT OF
SNAKE SEASON, WHEN
THEY COME ACTIVE OUT OF
BRUMATION, LOOKING TO
BREED AND SOURCE FOOD.
Experts say the unusually warm weather
has led to an increase in snake sightings
and activity.
To avoid an unwanted visit from a snake,
keep grass areas around houses low and
well maintained, also avoid piling up left
over wood from winter or accumulating
stick piles. Tin sheets or any household
items like these that are piled up, can draw
in heat providing a perfect man-made
habitat for snakes.
A bite from a venomous snake, if not
treated immediately a fatality can be as
quick as 30 minutes, depending on the
toxicity level of the venom and the type of
snake.
Basic first aid includes keeping the bite

victim calm and immobile, applying a
pressure-immobilisation bandage to the
bite site on the entire limb, not just the
bite area and seeking medical assistance
immediately by calling an ambulance.
If the snakes weren’t enough Magpies also
breed between August and October every
year, and it’s during this time that their
protective swooping behavior is in full
force.
Magpie attacks can cause injuries,
typically wounds to the head. Being
unexpectedly swooped while cycling can
result in loss of control of the bicycle,
which may cause injury or even fatal
accidents.
The best way to avoid being swooped is to
change your route. Magpies only swoop
within 50 metres of their nests so stay away
from known magpie nesting areas. But if
that’s not possible you can try wearing
sunglasses and a broad-brimmed hat, if you
ride a bike walk it through magpie territory,
and do not act aggressively as magpies will
see you as a threat.

Gladstone Valley

Funerals
& Cremation
Services

For 24 hour service

Ph: 4972 0800
Who better to
care for your
family than
ours

Funeral & death notices can be found by following the link:

gladstonevalleyfunerals.com.au/funeral-notices

WHERE IN THE
GLADSTONE REGION
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on World Tourism Day? | 27 September 2020

Curtis Island

www.gladstoneregion.info

@GladstoneRegion

