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We have online appointment booking 
software so clients can book appointments 
at any time and we now use the online 
conveyancing (PEXA) system that 
streamlines transactions. Clients can 
use DocuSign and online Verification of 
Identity processes which saves unnecessary 
appointments. Video conferencing helps 
our clients travel less and we can be better 
prepared using online systems which give 
basic information and gather material 
from the clients in advance of their 
appointments. This way, clients can make 
the most of asking questions and getting 
advice in their first appointments”, said Ms 
Devney. 

“We have been striving to embrace 
technology and find efficiencies for our 
clients and luckily when the challenge of 
the pandemic arrived, we were well 
placed to adapt as we were already 
working electronically. I am proud of 

our team and the way they took on the 
challenge to adapt and still managed to 
meet and exceed our client’s needs,” said 
Ms Devney.

VAJ Byrne & Co Lawyers has six 
practising lawyers, all of whom are 
solicitors of the Supreme Court of 
Queensland and hold a practising 
certificate issued by the Queensland 
 Law Society. 

We encourage clients to go to our website 
www.byrnelawyers.com.au 
to find out more about the great team who 
make up the 90-year-old legacy.

Kylie Devney 
Legal Practitioner Director

V.A.J. Byrne & Co. 
Lawyers Pty Ltd
148 Auckland Street (PO Box 273) 
Gladstone, Qld, 4680 
Telephone: (07) 4972 1144

byrnelawyers.com.au

TICKETS: 07 4972 2822
MELLYMELODY.COM.AU

MUSIC FROM THE VIETNAM WAR ERA

GLADSTONE ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE
2:00PM SUNDAY MARCH 21ST

LIVE IN CONCERT!

MORNING
GOOD

MORNING
VIETNAM
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International  

women's
Day

THE GEA International Women’s Day event, 
Empowering Women, celebrates the great 
efforts made by women in fighting gender 
stereotyping and promoting women in 
leadership and non-traditional roles. The event 
stresses the importance of women assuming 
leadership and non-tradiional roles, not only 
because of their points of view, talents and 
skills, but also as a matter of gender equality. 
The Empowering Women – an International 
Women’s Day event is an opportunity for 

women and men to come together and 
celebrate the amazing women we have in our 
region. The International Women’s Day event 
is a two-course sit down luncheon held at the 
GECC, attracting approximately 250 to 300 
attendees. The event includes two keynote 
speakers and a panel discussion of invited 
attendees to discuss their real-life experiences 
as women in leadership and non-traditional 
roles in industry and how they have overcome 
challenges throughout their career.

8 March 2021
11.00am - 2.30pm

Gladstone Entertainment & 
Convention Centre (GECC)

visit gea.asn.au to book your tickets

EMPOWERING

WOMEN
#Dare to
Interrupt

Keynote speakers

>>> Julie McKay
Former Executive 
Director of UN Women 
Australia. She has 
previously served as the 
Gender Advisor to the 
Chief of the Australian 
Defence Force, where 
she supported the 
cultural change program.

>>> Lorraine Hatton, OAM
Lorraine was awarded the 
Order of Australia Medal 
(OAM), for service to the 
Indigenous Community 
in January 2019. Lorraine 
was appointed as the 
Indigenous Elder of the 
Australian Army in May 
2020.



4

New horizon for 
city’s oldest law firm
The iconic name in Gladstone region law 
firms is VAJ Byrne & Co Lawyers. When 
a business has represented generations 
of Central Queensland families and 
businesses since 1931, it’s testimony to 
the wisdom and breadth of experience in 
all areas of practice. 

Vince Byrne set up the bustling firm in 
the years prior to World War II and went 
from strength to strength as it took on 
new partners Roe O’Neill, Keith Bates and 
Barry Ross. 

To celebrate 90 years as Gladstone’s leading 
law firm, the team has successfully opened 
a second office in Bundaberg.  Industry is 
thriving, business is upbeat and VAJ Byrne 
& Co Lawyer’s far-reaching reputation for 
excellence will appeal to clients across a 
wide range of practice areas. 

The Bundaberg office law professionals 
will work closely with the Gladstone 
office to offer services in Family Law, 
Personal Injury Law and Commercial 
Law. Additionally, the Bundaberg office, 
will be able assist with wills and estates, 
conveyancing, criminal and traffic 
matters, property law, litigation and court 
appearances as well as general law. 

VAJ Byrne & Co Lawyers’ Legal 
Practitioner Director Kylie Devney, 
said founding the Bundaberg 
bureau is an exciting prospect. 

“What better way to pay homage to the 
collective wisdom of 90 years of know-how 
and proficiency than to share it with new 
clients in new locations.

“We have the latest technology in place 
now which is combined with multiple 
methods of communication and precedent 
research facilities. Gladstone will serve as 
the central hub of the firm and from there 
we have set up methods for Bundaberg to 
be able to deliver the same exemplary law 
practice in the Wide Bay area, in addition 
to this we are now servicing Agnes Waters 
on an appointment basis” said Ms Devney. 

One could reasonably surmise that a 
90-year-old firm might be stuck in its ways 
but the only thing still the same at VAJ 
Byrne & Co Lawyers is the old-fashioned 
service and personal attention to every 
detail.

In fact, far from being antiquated, VAJ 
Byrne & Co Lawyers has adopted leading 
edge expertise to ensure they stay up to 

date and ahead of other law firms. By 
doing so, they are more efficient, have 
improved networks with suppliers and 
have better administrative tools to clearly 
communicate with clients.

Having been with the firm for over 30 
years, solicitor and consultant Barry Ross 
has seen VAJ Byrne & Co Lawyers evolve 
more than anyone and is enthusiastic 
about its future. 

“I’ve been here through the booms and 
busts and have to say that there aren’t 
too many organisations or individuals 
that we haven’t represented in one way or 
another. The key to our success has been 
our willingness to adapt to change quickly 
and stay one step ahead of our client’s 
expectations,” said Mr Ross

Ms Devney who was born and raised 
in Gladstone attended the University of 
Queensland and started with VAJ Byrne 
in 2009. Working primarily in Family 
Law and Domestic Violence Law, she also 
drives the structures and systems.

‘We are fully electronic in our files 
which is a big leap of faith.

We have online appointment booking 
software so clients can book appointments 
at any time and we now use the online 
conveyancing (PEXA) system that 
streamlines transactions. Clients can 
use DocuSign and online Verification of 
Identity processes which saves unnecessary 
appointments. Video conferencing helps 
our clients travel less and we can be better 
prepared using online systems which give 
basic information and gather material 
from the clients in advance of their 
appointments. This way, clients can make 
the most of asking questions and getting 
advice in their first appointments”, said Ms 
Devney. 

“We have been striving to embrace 
technology and find efficiencies for our 
clients and luckily when the challenge of 
the pandemic arrived, we were well 
placed to adapt as we were already 
working electronically. I am proud of 

our team and the way they took on the 
challenge to adapt and still managed to 
meet and exceed our client’s needs,” said 
Ms Devney.

VAJ Byrne & Co Lawyers has six 
practising lawyers, all of whom are 
solicitors of the Supreme Court of 
Queensland and hold a practising 
certificate issued by the Queensland 
 Law Society. 

We encourage clients to go to our website 
www.byrnelawyers.com.au 
to find out more about the great team who 
make up the 90-year-old legacy.

Kylie Devney 
Legal Practitioner Director

V.A.J. Byrne & Co. 
Lawyers Pty Ltd
148 Auckland Street (PO Box 273) 
Gladstone, Qld, 4680 
Telephone: (07) 4972 1144

byrnelawyers.com.au
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International Women’s Day 8 MARCH 2021

Farnsworth
Legal

Shop 5, 15 Drynan Drive, Calliope • 07 4845 0801
FARNSWORTHGROUP.COM.AU

Legal  
Services

Wills and Estate  
Administration

Residential  
Conveyancing

Commercial  
Conveyancing

Family LawBusiness Sales 
and Purchases



 
 
 

 
 

 

     
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



10 MEDIA
 marketing@elevate.net.au  •  07 4972 7648  •  12/100 Goondoon St, Gladstone  •   elevate.net.au

Google 
My Business

Google Ads Email 
Marketing

Facebook 
Management 
& Advertising

Content 
Creation

Taking your business  
to new heights

digital
marketing 

experts

ELEVATE MEDIA
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gpcl.com.au gpcl.com.au

Gladstone Ports 

Corporation - supporting 

and empowering women 

to seek out and celebrate 

their achievements!

#ChooseToChallenge #iwd2021
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“Let’s win for you  
and your business!”  
KAREN WINDRESS
OWNER

EDUCATING & 
SUPPORTING WOMEN 
FOR THEIR BUSINESS 
COACHING, TAXATION  
& ACCOUNTING NEEDS.

#choosetochallenge

WINFORBUSINESS.COM • 0490 027 496



13

Regina Taarnby - Financial Planner
AR: 001234469 / AdvDip FP, FChFP

Morgans Financial Limited AFSL 235410 ABN 49 010 669 726
A Participant of ASX Group A Professional Partner of the Financial Planning Association

groups/MoneyTalkWithReg

regina.taarnby@morgans.com.au     (07) 4972 8000

Leading the way in financial planning for women
Morgans Gladstone is a proud supporter of International Women’s Day. Every year we choose to celebrate women’s 
achievements and encourage women to take control of their financial future. 

Our experienced Financial Planner, Regina Taarnby, provides a holistic service helping her clients to nurture, grow and protect 
their wealth. She is passionate about helping build financial literacy, whilst celebrating and supporting the amazing women in 
our community.

Your financial future is our focus.

Get in touch today for an obligation-free discussion around how Regina can help you with 
your financial goals.

morgans.com.au/gladstone      

Financial Planning | Stockbroking | Personal Insurance

Gladstone
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Gladstone Area Water Board 
- delivering safe and reliable 
water services to our region.

#IWD2021

(07) 4976 3000 | www.gawb.qld.gov.au Find us on Facebook

who keep our water flowing

HERE’S 
TO THE 
WOMEN 
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Bill Robertson Toyota
84 Hanson Road, Gladstone
T: 07 4972 2766
1008737  billrobertsontoyota.com.au

WE CHOOSE  
TO CHALLENGE
Showing our support for equality in the 
workforce and celebrating women’s 
achievements.
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THE TRINITY COLLEGE BUS TEAM ARE AN INTEGRAL PART 
OF OUR COLLEGE. WE ARE SEEKING APPLICANTS WHO 
CAN DEMONSTRATE, THROUGH EVERYDAY LIVING, THEIR 
RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST. 

There are two permanent part-time positions: Bus Manager and Bus Driver.  For 
the right applicant these positions could be combined into one almost full-time 
position. 

The Bus Manager position requires an organised, detailed person with great 
relational skills, computer skills (email and Excel) are essential. This position is 
currently 15 hours per week, training will be provided.

BUS DRIVERS ARE INVITED TO APPLY FOR: 
• a part-time split shift school run. (minimum 20 hours); and 
• casual driver positions to assist in excursions during school hours.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: 
• Committed Christian, active in your church and can subscribe to the College’s 
Statement of Faith  found on our website.

For a full position decription please phone our office: 48390500 or email: 
jennib@trinitygladstone.qld.edu.au

HOW TO APPLY 
If you would like to be a part of a wonderful community-filled school, please send 
your CV, cover letter and a written pastor’s reference to the Executive Assistant 
by email: jennib@trinitygladstone.qld.edu.au

BUS MANAGER &  
BUS DRIVER WANTED 

TRINITY COLLEGE GLADSTONE
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20 newsnews

Ken O’Dowd MP
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DO YOU OFTEN ASK YOUR CHILD HOW 
THEIR DAY WAS AT SCHOOL, ONLY TO BE 
GIVEN A ONE-WORD ANSWER? 

If you have ever asked a child ‘how was your day?’. Nine 
times out of ten you’ll get ‘good’ as an answer and the 
conversation will come to an end.

Let’s be honest, school days can be long and tiring, so it’s 
understandable that kids might not be very talkative when 
they come home - but that doesn’t mean you should give up 
learning about their day and subsequent lives. The key is 
to ask detailed open-ended questions, here are some great 
conversation starters to help you out…

1. What was your favourite subject at school today? Why?

2. What was your favourite part of school today? Why?

3. What did you learn at school today?

4. What did you do during lunchtime today?

5. How was your teacher today?

6. What was the most interesting thing your teacher said 
today?

7. Did you anything funny happen at school today?

8. How much homework did you get today?

9. What your favourite food in your lunchbox today?

10. If you could pack your own lunch tomorrow, what 
would you pack?

11. What books did you read at school today?

12. Did you write a story today? Tell me about it

13. Did you play any sports? What did you play?

14. If you could change one thing about today what would 
it be?

15. Did anything upset you at school today?

16. Is there anything you learnt at school today that you 
need extra help with?

17. Which friends did you play with today?

18. Which kids did you sit with at lunchtime?

19. Who are you looking forward to seeing the most 
tomorrow? Why?

20. Who was the friendliest person in your class today? 
Why?

21. Who did you hang out with the most today?
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 SAFE       RESPONSIBLE       RESPECTFUL       ENGAGED

INTRODUCING OUR SCHOOL LEADERSHIP
& STUDENT SUPPORT TEAMS FOR 2021

Mr Garry Goltz
Principal

Mr Glen Hooley
Head of Junior School

Mrs Katrina Burdett
Deputy Principal
Year 9

Nadine Crawford
Business Services 
Manager

Mrs Trudy Lawson
Deputy Principal
Year 8

Mrs Katrina Dalton
Guidance Officer
Year 10, 11, 12

Mr Bryan Townsend
Deputy Principal
Year 7

Mr Luke Jackson
Guidance Officer
Year 7, 8, 9

Mrs Cathy Holmes
Deputy Principal
Inclusion

Elicia Harvey
Guidance Officer
Year 10, 11, 12

Mr Brendan Hooley
Head of Senior School
Year 12

Lucy Hodgkinson
Guidance Officer
Year 7, 8, 9

Mr David Romagnolo
Deputy Principal
Year 10 and 11

Courtney Rowe
Business Services 
Manager

Mrs Rachel Jarrow
CEC

Adrianna Johnson
School Nurse

Yvonne Kamholtz
Chaplain

Jarek Reah
Chaplain

Moana Hakavalu
Youth Support 
Coordinator

Sarah Box
SPBO
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GladstoneValley

& Cremation
Services

Funerals
Services
For 24 hour serviceFor 24 hour serviceFor 24 hour service
Ph: 4972 0800Ph: 4972 0800
Who better to
care for your
family than 
ours

Funeral & death notices can be found by following the link:
gladstonevalleyfunerals.com.au/funeral-notices




