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WANT TO ADVERTISE
IN GLADTONE NEWS? 

Contact Jane  
sales@gladstonenews.com.au

HAVE A FEEL-GOOD  
STORY TO TELL?

Contact Carey 
news@gladstonenews.com.au

Call us on 07 4972 7648

DID YOU KNOW?
Mangrove Jack can live for over 40 years!

Terms and Conditions apply.

gpcl.com.au

FISH OF THE MONTH  
WINNER
Congratulations Robbie Clow on catching this Parrot Fish! 
Please contact Gladstone News to arrange collection of your $50 voucher. 

Name: Robbie Clow 

Fish Species: 7.5kg Blue Parrot Fish 

Location: Facing Island 
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what’s on
FROM 2ND DECEMBER 2021

DECEMBER 5
Christmas Street Party
Where: Goondoon Street – Entertainment Precinct 
When: 4-8pm

DECEMBER 11 – JANUARY 22
GRAGM Exhibitions & Self-guided Activities 
Where: Gladstone Regional Art Gallery & Museum
When: Monday – Friday, 10am – 4:30pm, Saturdays 10am – 
2pm

DECEMBER 19
Rotary Charity Christmas Markets 
Where: Tondoon Botanic Gardens
When: 7am – 12noon 

DECEMBER 14 
A Holly Christmas – Morning Melodies
Where: Gladstone Entertainment Convention Centre
When: 11am – 1pm
Cost: $16 

OVER 2,000 PUNTERS ATTENDED THE 
INAUGURAL THE GRASS IS GREENER – 
GLADSTONE FESTIVAL AT MEMORIAL PARK 
ON NOVEMBER 20. 

The stellar line-up included headliner Peking Duk, Will 
Sparks, Sydney electronic-pop artist Boo Seeka, Jesswar, 
Little Fritter vs Wongo, David Andrews and PB and J.  

Festival organisers said the local crowd made for a great 
event.

“We wanted to send off The Backyard Series with a bag, and 
you absolutely delivered,” they said.

“We will return, bigger and better.”  

The Grass Is 
Greener in 
Gladstone 
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GLADSTONE LADIES , 
RUN DON’T WALK TO 
SASSI  J ,  A H IDDEN 
GEM OF A CLOTHING 
BOUTIQUE INS IDE 
LOCAL FURNITURE 
STORE SASSI 
AUSTRAL IA .
Since 2010, Sassi J has stocked quality 
lifestyle clothing and accessories for 
everyday living suitable to our region’s 
climate.

Owner Jenelle Knight said the 
boutique’s broad range of labels, which 
included The Shanty Corporation 
and brave+true, suited everyone from 
teenagers to older ladies in their 90s.

“We stock classic designs that don’t go 
out of style,” she said.

“We very much focus on natural fibres, 
such as linen and cotton blend, and 
don’t go in for disposable, throwaway 
fashion.

“Year on year the labels we stock bring 
out lines that complement previous 
seasons.”

Designed and curated in New Zealand, 
Stella + Gemma is just one of the labels 
stocked by Sassi J, because of their 
shared vision. 

Their aim is to provide affordable 

Sassi J
A  G E M  O F  A  L A D I E S  C L O T H I N G  B O U T I Q U E 

quality on-trend jewelry, lifestyle 
fashion and accessories, while using 
natural materials that fit with their 
ethos for being as sustainable as they 
can.  

If you need another excuse to visit 
Sassi J they are currently offering 30 
percent off store-wide, and offer buy 
now, pay later platforms Afterpay, 
Latitude and humm. 

The boutique, which is open seven 
days a week, will also only be closed on 
Christmas and New Year over the up-
coming holiday period.

hidden inside Sassi Australia 
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STORE HOURS
Monday – Friday: 9am to 5pm

Saturday: 9am to 4pm

Sunday: 10am to 3pm 

69 Hanson Road, Gladstone 

4972 3688

                 Sassi J

So pop in for a complimentary coffee or 
tea at their coffee bar, and peruse the 
hidden wardrobe that is Sassi J.

For more information, or to shop their 
online store, visit www.sassij.com.  

brave+true

Holiday

Amelius

Talisman

The Shanty  
Corporation 

Stella + Gemma

S A S S I  J 
L A B E L S

GIFT 
VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE!
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GROUPS URGED TO APPLY
FOR COMMUNITY EVENT FUNDING
COMMUNITY GROUPS 
ACROSS THE GLADSTONE 
REGION ARE BEING 
URGED TO SUBMIT 
EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST FOR SHELL’S 
QGC COMMUNITIES 
EVENTS PROGRAM, FOR 
LOCAL EVENTS BEING 
HELD IN 2022.
Applications are currently open on 
SmartyGrants, closing at midnight on 
December 31.

The program this year contributed 
over $40,000 to the running of 
both ongoing and new, local events 
including Ecofest, Under the Trees, First 
Lego League, Colour Me Capricorn, 
the CQ Busking Championships and 
the GCCI Best in Business Awards.

CQUniversity’s Dr Linda Pfeiffer 
said hosting the First Lego League 
in Gladstone was an amazing 
opportunity.

“The funding provided by Shell’s QGC 
business allowed for the volunteers, 
students and coaches to have access 
to this event in a regional location,” 
she said.

“Funding subsidized the entry fees 

for teams, who traveled from as far as 
Emerald, to compete.”

Tangaroa Blue Foundation Gladstone 
Region Project Coordinator Ian 
Anderson said Shell’s QGC 
Communities Events Program funding 
assisted in covering expenses such as 
transporting vehicles and people to 
and from Curtis and Facing islands 
for beach cleanup activities under the 
ReefClean Project.  

The Community Events Program is 
the one opportunity for community 
groups organising events for the 
Gladstone Region in 2022 to apply for 
sponsorship support from Shell's QGC 
business. 

Groups can apply for funds to help 
with a variety of event costs, from 
promotion and advertising costs to 
hosting event workshops and even 
associated in-school programs.

Applications can be made for $1000 
or more.

Shell’s QGC business’s Asset Manager 
Midstream Krishna Venkatesan said 
the Program was about Shell QGC 
helping bring local events to life and 
providing opportunities for locals and 
visitors to celebrate and promote the 

region.

“The Gladstone Region is a great 
place to live and visit,” he said.

“Shell’s QGC business has been a 
part of this community for more than a 
decade, and we intend to be a part of 
it for a long time to come.

“The program provides another 
channel through which we can help the 
region grow and prosper.”

EOIs for the Community Events 
Program, to support events held in 
2022, can be submitted online via 
https://shellaustralia.smartygrants.
com.au/. 

Successful recipients will be advised in 
February 2022.

Shell’s QGC Community Events 
Program is supported by its joint 
venture partners Tokyo Gas and 
CNOOC.

For more information on Shell’s QGC 
Communities Events Program, including 
guidelines, visit www.shell.com.au/
qgc-community-contributions

Curtis Island Beach Clean-Up 
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 SAFE       RESPONSIBLE       RESPECTFUL       ENGAGED

SIC ITUR AD ASTRA
Reach for the Stars

AT GLADSTONE 
STATE HIGH 
SCHOOL WE BELIEVE 
IN PROVIDING 
QUALITY ACADEMIC, 
CULTURAL 
AND SPORTING 
PROGRAMS THAT 
ALLOW OUR 
STUDENTS TO REACH 
FOR THEIR STARS.  

We congratulate all of our 
award recipients for 2021 
and thank our sponsors for 
their ongoing support.

Platinum Service Award Winners Platinum Cultural Award Winners

KC Wright-Ramsay
Tech College Student of the Year (Year 12)

Lily Orgill - Gladstone Ports Corporation 
Academic Recognition Award

Kyle Weekes 
NRG Student of the Year for Service Ajay Singh - CQU Lifelong Learning Award

Aiana Grace Guevarra - Gladstone Ports 
Corporation Student of the Year (Dux)
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gladstonshs.eq.edu.au          Gladstone State High School

GSHS AWARDS NIGHT 2021

Platinum Academic Award Winners

Future Teachers Award Winners

C-Zaa Phumichinda
Student Global Inspiration Award

Christian Villanueva
ADF Future Innovators

Ellie Thode - Most Outstanding
Constribution to Culture

Federica Tiboni 
Ampol Best All Rounder

Jackson Gray -  Tech College QAL 
Pathways Officer Award

Jordana Kelly - Rotary Club Highest 
Achieving Year 12 Indigenous Student

Katie Windsor 
Engineering Technology Award

Sierra Knopke - Rotary Club
Community Support Person of the Year

Jake Lyle - ADF Long Tan 
Leadership Award

Jayden Turner
Inclusion All Rounder
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163 AUCKLAND ST, GLADSTONE  
BOOKLIST WEBSITE NOW UP:

booklist.officebrands.com.au/aucklandst

HUGE  
SPENCIL  
POP UP  

IN STORE 
Backpacks, book covers, 

water bottles, library and 
swim bags, lunchboxes, bag 
tags and so much more!

Christmas Gift Guide

NIGHT OWL CENTRE • OPEN 7 DAYS • (07) 4972 3770

christmas
G I F T  G U I D E

FROM $35 
Gladstone Cinema 
Gold Room Vouchers

FROM $13.50 
Gladstone Cinema General 
Admission Vouchers

GIVE THE GIFT OF MOVIES  WITH GLADSTONE CINEMAS

GLADSTONECINEMAS.COM.AU • (07) 4972 0015



Shop 13, 100 Goondoon Street, Gladstone • 0427 529 233
BOOK NOW

Christmas Platters & Hampers Sorted
A T  T H E  D E L I  P L A T E

NEW  
CHRISTMAS  
STOCK NOW  

IN STORE!
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SHOP TO WIN IS BACK and bigger than ever before! 

www.shoptowin.com.au 

I recently visited the Granite Belt Maze in 
Stanthorpe. 

Around every bend was a new sign and idea 
that would not necessarily be true! 

This got me to thinking about home and 
commercial pools. 

There is a lot of misinformation that the 
average person needs to navigate to end up 
with the right direction in managing their 
pool. 

Poolwerx Gladstone has a work philosophy 
of teaching our clients all about their pool 
so that they can enjoy a healthy and safe 
family environment. 

We understand that some fixes are 
expensive, which is why we now use both 
Gem Finance and Zippay. 

Whilst I have retired from hands on in 
the business, our team is ably supported 
by Janna and now Doug, who is our 
Regional Manager for both Gladstone and 
Bundaberg stores. 

Get all the answers to the following 
questions to receive a 10 percent discount 
on any purchase in store:

1. What is an AW4?

2. What is the main mineral in Dead sea 
minerals?

3. How many socks are in a mega packet?

4. Do you add salt to a chlorine pool to stop 
it from going green?

5. What is a crystal cube?

(answers readily available in store)

Central Apartment Group boasts over 
20 apartment hotels around Australia, 
including four in the industrial yet 
beautiful coastal town of Gladstone.

Our Gladstone properties are all 4-star 
apartment hotels offering affordable 
spacious rooms with home-style comfort. 

We are the most connected hotel in 
Gladstone, with each location never a walk 
too far from the other. 

You can find us at Curtis Central 
Apartments, on Goondoon Street, 
Gladstone City Central, on Oaka Lane, 
Gladstone Central Plaza, located directly 
behind the GECC, and Gladstone 
Downtown Central, on the corner of 
Dawson Highway and Hanson Road. 

Our decision to invest in Gladstone was 
driven by the friendly and welcoming 
locals, and of course the beautiful Southern 
Great Barrier Reef, including Lady 
Musgrave Island and Heron Island. 

We have been incredibly fortunate to 
experience continued expansion and 
growth, all thanks to our regular and 
returning guests. So we would like to take 
the opportunity to give back. 

We are excited to be participating in the 
Gladstone Shop-to-Win Competition, 
where guests will go into the draw to win 
$10,000 for spending a night at one of our 
hotels between now and December 15. 

To find out more, or book a stay with us, 
visit www.centralapartmentgroup.com.au/
gladstone-region
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POOLWERX 
GLADSTONE  
PAT HENSON 

Port City Meats is a family owned and 
operated retail butchery in Clinton serving 
both retail and commercial customers.

We pride ourselves on our exceptional 
customer service, and offer quality 
products at family friendly prices with a 
smile.

Our butchery offers a large range of in-
house smoked small goods, beer sticks, 
salami and kabana, including traditionally 
smoked Christmas hams, and we have 
recently started to stock gourmet cheeses.

If that’s not enough, we also stock a variety 
of sauces, rubs and woodchips, and have 
recently added ready-to-bake products to 
what we offer our customers.

Scott and I are proud Gladstone locals; we 
love living, working and raising our family 
in this community.

Our team continue to be humbled by the 
community’s support of Port City Meats, 
and love giving back by sponsoring and 
donating to various sporting, recreational 
and services clubs around the region.

We also always endeavour to employ local, 
support local and buy local.

One of the reasons why we are proud to be 
taking part in the Shop to Win Competition 
again this year.

It is a great way to give back to our 
customers, and support other local 
businesses within our community. 

Good luck everyone from Scott, Hannah 
and the Port City Meats Team! 

PORT CITY 
MEATS   
HANNAH AND SCOTT AVIS 

CENTRAL 
APARTMENT 
GROUP  
SID KNELL  
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Club Gladstone at the Bowlo is your go-to 
for great food, great drinks and a great time.

And even better, we are Gladstone’s home 
of barefoot bowls – a game which requires 
no brilliant sporting prowess and is fun for 
people with all levels of ability.

Our team is taking a well-deserved break 
from Christmas to January 5, and we hope to 
see you in the New Year where there will be 
lots happening at the club.

We’re looking forward to our Australia 
Day Concert on January 26 featuring 
professional entertainer Issi Dye.

Tickets for the event cost $49 per person, 
and include a night of Australiana rock 
music from the 60s and 70s, and a delicious 
buffet dinner.

Secure your spot by ringing the club on 4972 
1191.

Excitingly, we anticipate that the club’s 
renovations will re-commence in February 
next year, and will be finished by May.

We look forward to providing our 
community with a modern and welcoming 
space in which to meet and connect very 
soon.

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook to 
keep-up-to-date with our latest events and 
specials.

Our family-friendly (including your 
four-legged kids) café has been servicing 
the Tannum Sands and Boyne Island 
communities for over six years now.

We accommodate families with a kids menu, 
and a range of healthy meals to suit our 
vegetarian and vegan friends, as well as 
those with gluten and dairy intolerances 
and allergies.

We also offer catering for all types of 
functions from weddings and birthday 
parties to corporate events, at your place or 
ours! 

Our team will be taking a well-deserved 
break from December 16, but will be back at 
it from the 29th and ready for all your New 
Year functions. 

Want to beat the queue when you visit us? 
Jump on the Hey You app, our entire menu 
is there, and order and pay in advance 
and we can have your order ready for you 
when you arrive at the café. Talk about 
convenience! 

Pop in to see  us at 97 Hampton Drive, 
Tannum Sands, we are open seven days a 
week between 6am and 3pm for breakfast, 
lunch and everything in between.

And don’t forget to follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram, or visit www.junctioncafets.
com.au for more information on our 
catering options. 
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We have been a leading furniture store since 
1980, with our knowledgeable staff and wide 
selection of affordable pieces making us a 
one-stop-shop for all your furniture and 
bedding needs.

No matter the size or type of space you want 
to work on you’ll find just what you need at 
our welcoming store, and be surprised at 
our everyday low prices.

At the moment we’re offering 30 percent 
off on our huge range of living room, 
dining furniture, outdoor living, bedroom 
furniture, mattresses and rugs and wall art.

You can buy now and pay later with finance 
options Latitude, Afterpay and humm.We 
also have a complimentary coffee bar on-
site for customers, so take five out of your 
retail therapy and enjoy the air conditioned 
comfort of our Hanson Road store.

We’re so excited to once again be taking 
part in Gladstone’s favourite retail 
competition, Shop to Win. The opportunity 
for our customers to win $10,000 simply by 
shopping locally is one not-to-be-missed.  

Don’t forget to check our Instagram account, 
sassi_australia, for inspiration and latest 
arrivals!

We’re open Monday to Friday, 9am – 5pm, 
Saturdays from 9am – 4pm and Sundays 
from 10am – 3pm.

SASSI AUSTRALIA 
& BEDS R US  
JENELLE KNIGHT

CLUB GLADSTONE 
AT THE BOWLO   
GRAHAM MCVEAN 

JUNCTION CAFÉ  
MELISSA SMART 

Our family have owned the Gladstone Betta store since 2000. We love being a part of and 
serving the local community because we believe our region is a great place to raise a family and 
live, work and play.

Betta offers exceptional local advice, and can assist you with all your fridge and freezer, kitchen 
and cooking appliances, TV and audio requirements.  It is our local expertise that gives you that 
little extra peace of mind for your next electrical and home appliance purchase. Your support 
over the years means our store has been able to help local sporting clubs and not-for-profits 
every year, as well as major charities such as Variety, The Children's Charity and Angel Flight. 

We’re excited to be a part of Gladstone’s Shop to Competition once again, as it’s another way for us to give back to our loyal customers. Imagine 
the kitchen fit-out or home entertainment system you could purchase with $10,000. Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook to keep up-to-date 
with all our in-store specials and remember to go local – that’s Betta!

BETTA HOME LIVING  
BRENT AND BRONWYN JORDISON



14

www.gawb.qld.gov.au          Find us on Facebook

IT’S HEATING UP!
As the temperatures increase, 
so does our water use. 

In the summer months, we tend to 
need and use more water, whether 
it’s for watering the garden, filling our 
pools, having extra showers or even 
running under the sprinkler.

Remember to play your part - be 
mindful and conserve water. 

BE MINDFUL OF YOUR WATER BASED 

ACTIVITIES THIS SUMMER

GLADSTONE AREA WATER 
BOARD (GAWB) IS URGING 
LOCAL RESIDENTS TO 
REMAIN MINDFUL OF THEIR 
WATER CONSUMPTION 
DESPITE RECENT RAINFALL, 
WHICH HAS SEEN AWOONGA 
DAM’S WATER LEVELS RISE 
BY ALMOST 1.5 METRES IN 
LESS THAN A WEEK.
Capacity at Awoonga Dam is currently 57 
percent, indicating an increase of more 
than 8 percent since November 22. 

GAWB Chief Executive Officer Darren 
Barlow said the region’s Low Supply 
Alert was still in place despite the 
promising inflows.

“The Low Supply Alert was declared 
earlier this year following prolonged 
drought conditions and three 
consecutive failed wet seasons,” Mr 
Barlow said.

“Under GAWB’s Drought Management 
Plan, a Low Supply Alert is declared 

when there is five years of reliable water 
supply remaining in Awoonga Dam.

“While the Bureau of Meteorology 
is predicting a wetter than average 
summer, our message remains the same; 
we all need to play our part and make 
every drop count.”

Mr Barlow said the water board would 
not rule out formal supply restrictions 
if the coming wet season did not deliver 
significant rainfall. 

“The Low Supply Alert will remain in 
place until more stringent level one 
supply restrictions are deemed necessary 
or, alternatively, when significant inflows 
are received and it can be removed,” he 
said.

“People are seeing green parks and 
gardens and may not realise that 
capacity at Awoonga Dam continues to 
fall and the Gladstone Region remains 
drought declared. 

“As the weather warms up, we typically 
see increased water consumption across 

the region so we’re asking everyone to be 
aware and make every drop count this 
summer. 

“Long term water security in the region 
is our number one priority and we’re 
working with our community, industrial 
customers and the Queensland 
Government to respond to water supply 
challenges brought on by drought, 
climate change and customer demand.”

For more information on Gladstone Area 
Water Board’s Drought Management 
Plan, Awoonga Dam capacity and 
waterwise tips visit: https://www.gawb.
qld.gov.au/drought-management-plan

Dam level reading taken on 29/11/21.

GLADSTONE REGION URGED TO REMAIN MINDFUL

DESPITE RECENT RAINFALL 
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12/100 Goondoon St, Gladstone  •   marketing@elevate.net.au  •   07 4972 7648

We love working  
with local businesses!

IF YOU’RE READY TO ELEVATE YOUR  
BUSINESS, GET IN TOUCH WITH US TODAY!

We know that it can be hard juggling work, your online presence, 
and staying up to date on trends and features can be a handful. 
It’s best practice to have a set strategy, goal and target each 
month with social media, and post at least twice a week.

Elevate Media’s social media content packages include design 
and development, hashtags and tag strategies, copywriting, 
scheduling and reporting. Let us get your socials working for you 
with 1, 2, 3 or 4 posts per week options to match your budget.
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www.gladstonesolarpower.com.au

solarpowergladstone@bigpond.com  | 37A Toolooa St, Gladstone QLD 4680

Ring us now on 07 4972 8449
Servicing the Gladstone area since 2010

DO YOU SPEND  
TOO MUCH ON  
HOT WATER?  
There’s a smarter & more economical way to do it. 

The all new iStore can cut your Hot 
Water Bill dramatically. Call Murray  
now to find out how you can save.

BUILT 

IN
TIMER

AIR 
TO 

ENERGY

Luke Watts 0407 899 110
Luke.Watts@eldersrealestate.com.au 
3/19 Tank Street Gladstone Central QLD 4680

WURDONG HEIGHTS Lot 52 Hughes Road
Inspect: Anytime
AUCTION: 15th December at 6:00pm 
3/19 Tank Street, Gladstone Central QLD 4680

For Sale 
$319,000

View
Contact Agent for 
your Exclusive Private 
Inspection

Agents 
Bevan Rose 
0417 602 150  
Aimee Jeffery 
0403 403 485

50 Victoria Avenue Glen Eden

Calling First Home Buyers  
or Investors.
This lowest 4-bedroom block and 
rendered home is ideal for a first 
homeowner. Built in 2011, this home 
offers 4 bedrooms, all with built in 
robes. The main bedroom offers a 
private ensuite and walk in robe. A 
large open plan living, dining and 
kitchen is the perfect set up to keep the 
family together or while entertaining. 
Outside you will be impressed with the 
patio area overlooking the fenced yard 
and sweeping views to suburbia.

174 Goondoon St, Gladstone
gladstone.ljhooker.com.au

(07) 4976 8000

224
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A pathway to a cleaner future   
Up to 10% blended renewable 
gas in Gladstone

Hydrogen Park Gladstone (HyP Gladstone) is a small demonstration facility 
designed to produce renewable hydrogen to start to reduce the amount of  
carbon in our gas supply to homes and businesses in Gladstone.
Once approved, homes connected to gas in Gladstone Central, Barney Point, 
South Gladstone and West Gladstone would receive up to 10% renewable  
blended gas from September 2022. 
HyP Gladstone will lead the way to lower carbon emissions and help provide  
a cleaner energy future, delivering Australia’s lowest carbon gas through  
the existing network in Gladstone.
If you have any further questions or would like to be kept informed  
about receiving renewable blended gas, get in touch: 

Go online and visit  
blendedgas.agn.com.au

Email our project team at 
communityengagement@agig.com.au

Call us on 1300 001 001  
and press option 8

1/303 J HICKEY AVENUE, CLINTON
$155,000

2/303 J HICKEY AVENUE, CLINTON
$155,000

BUY ONE OR BUY BOTH!
• 2 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom Single Duplex Unit
• Open plan kitchen, dining and living areas
• Bedrooms have ceiling fans, carpets and built-ins
• Security screens and single carport
• Kick start your portfolio
Call Kerry Connor For Your Inspection 0407 533 353

MORTGAGEE IN POSSESSIONMORTGAGEE IN POSSESSION

BUY ONE OR BUY BOTH!
• 2 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom Single Duplex Unit
• Open plan kitchen, dining and living areas
• Bedrooms have ceiling fans, carpets and built-ins
• Security screens and single carport
• Kick start your portfolio
Call Kerry Connor For Your Inspection 0407 533 353

www.gladstonerealestate.com.au • 07 4976 9611 • Shop 1, 25 Tank St, Gladstone Central

2 1 12 1 1
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$ 6 0

F R E S H  B L O O M S  T O  M A K E  H E R  S M I L E

www.jansflowershoppe.com.au
Pr ices inc lude del ivery

Jan's F lower Shoppe •  (07) 4972 5445

this Christmas

$ 1 6 0

$ 7 5

BOYNE SMELTER (BSL) APPRENTICES 
PERFORMED STRONGLY AT THE 2021 
WORLDSKILLS AUSTRALIA NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS, WINNING GOLD AND 
BRONZE MEDALS IN THE SAME CATEGORY.
In a great result, Jacob Watson was awarded the gold medal and 
Liam Thomassen took home the bronze medal in the Electrical 
Control category.

This category tasks competitors with multiple trade-related 
activities over two days, including programming variable 
speed drives (VSD) and programmable logic controllers (PLC), 
interpretation of electrical drawings and general installation of 
wiring and electrical components to specification.

Jacob said he would like to thank competition coordinators and 
BSL mentors “for their support in preparation for the event”.

“Participating in the competition and being awarded a gold 
medal means a great deal to me. I’m glad that I could excel in 
my trade and make my friends, family and workmates proud,” 
he said.

Liam said competing in his trade at a national level was “an 
awesome experience”.

“Competing at WorldSkills gave me a feeling of 
accomplishment. I was able to use all the skills I’d learned 
throughout my apprenticeship to put in a strong performance,” 
he said.

The national awards were presented at a virtual ceremony from 
Perth on 27 October, after COVID travel restrictions meant the 
competition was held at satellite sites around the country in 
August.

In the months leading up to the competition, Jacob and Liam 
undertook regular training, led by BSL tradespeople with a 
desire to give back by mentoring apprentices, and an intense 
two-week training block.

During the training a trade mentor tutored Jacob and Liam 
in setting up wiring diagrams and other tasks they were later 
tested on in the competition.

BSL General Manager Lesley Bryce congratulated Jacob and 
Liam, and said the organisation was “thrilled our electrical 
apprentices have been recognised for their achievements”.

“I also want to acknowledge the team of trainers and 

tradespeople who supported them in preparation for the 
WorldSkills Competition,” she said.

BSL Apprentice Coordinator Trevor Loughran, who helped 
Jacob and Liam prepare for the competition, said the most 
rewarding part of his role was “watching young adults like 
Jacob and Liam, who have just left school, transform into 
world-class trades people”. 

“This makes me very proud of all of my apprentices,” he said.

At the time of the competition Jacob and Liam were fourth-
year apprentices; they are now both qualified electrical 
tradespeople.

The National WorldSkills Championships bring regional 
winners together and is Australia’s biggest vocational 
education and excellence competition.

at the 2021 WorldSkills Australia National Championships
SMELTER APPRENTICES TAKE HOME MEDALS 
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TANNUM SANDS KINDERGARTEN HAS 
CELEBRATED 40 YEARS OF PROVIDING 
QUALITY PRESCHOOL EDUCATION, AND THE 
IMPORTANT ROLE THE CENTRE HAS PLAYED 
IN THE EARLY YEARS OF OVER 1,760 LOCAL 
CHILDREN.  
At a special birthday celebration last month, Co-Director and 
Teacher Melissa de Koning, who has been with the centre for 17 
years, said it was exciting that the kindergarten had reached such 
an impressive milestone.

“I think it’s important to recognize all the past dedicated and 
passionate early childhood professionals who have worked at the 
kindergarten over the years,” she said.

“It is our enthusiasm from the job, and the value we place on 
working in partnership with our families, in order to achieve the 
best educational outcomes for their children, that keep those 
families coming back to Tannum Sands Kindergarten.

“Our longevity and success of the kindy is without a doubt due to 
the amazing community feel it has.

“Our families are always made to feel welcome, and they in 
turn invest a lot of time and effort into helping to care for the 
kindergarten.”

Melissa said it was a privilege for the centre to play such an 
important role in shaping the critical early years for so many 
local children.

“We feel fortunate that so many families have chosen our centre 
to provide a warm and caring environment to promote learning, 
confidence, friendship and growth,” she said. 

“Our engaging indoor and beautifully appointed outdoor 
environment allows children to explore, connect with nature, 
discover, question and experiment on their kindergarten 
journey. 

“We build upon children’s natural curiosity and appreciation 
of the environment by providing authentic opportunities to 
connect with nature and learn about sustainability within the 
kindy, community and through our Beach Kindy program.”  

The Tannum Sands Kindergarten was recently awarded 
Exceeding in each of the seven National Quality Standards in 
Kindergartens. 

For more information on Tannum Sands Kindergarten visit www.
tskindy.com.au. 

OF SHAPING CHILDREN’S EARLY YEARS 

AS PART OF STARTUP GLADSTONE'S 
EARLYPRENEUR PROGRAM (EPP) STUDENTS 
FROM FOUR LOCAL STATE SCHOOLS 
COMPETED IN LAST MONTH'S INAUGURAL 
PITCH-A-THON EVENT, WITH AMBROSE 
STATE SCHOOL TAKING OUT THE MAYOR'S 
INNOVATION AWARD.
Competing against teams from Kin Kora State School, Gladstone 
Central State School and Builyan State School, Ambrose won with 
their product, The North Keppel Mugga Mugga Drone, designed 
and coded to remove rubbish from the National Park on North 
Keppel Island.

Startup Gladstone President Stephen Strachan said the winning 
team "accomplished their goal, and their presentation was very 
engaging”.

“The results were very close though, with Kin Kora State School's 
The Top Secret Book and Gladstone Central State School's The 
Positive Thinkers both receiving Highly Commended Awards," he 
said.

Launched in 2018 the EPP, which is aligned with the Australian 
Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority, is Startup 
Gladstone's flagship program. 

2021 marked the program's first time that multiple schools came 
together at a single event under the Pitch-A-Thon. Each team 
presented a report based on the product they had made from the 
business aspects of the EPP, and Stephen said the judges were 
"very impressed by the efforts of all the students and the quality of 
their presentations".

The EarlyPreneur Program, which is supported by ConocoPhillips 
Australia, as downstream operator of Australia Pacific LNG, Bank 
of Queensland and Advance Queensland, is designed to support 
the development of the next generation of techpreneurs.

ConocoPhillips Australia Acting General Manager Government 
and External Affairs Rob Gibb said innovation begins by thinking 
outside the box, and developing real world solutions, or needs, in a 
sustainable way. 

"This is essentially what the students from Ambrose have achieved 
by tackling a global issue with a simple solution," he said. "By 
providing students with platforms to explore ideas, they learn 
early on what it is to work collaboratively, engineer, implement 
and market their product.

"That is the value of this program; it's an opportunity for regional 
students to understand the global mechanisms of innovation and 
how one idea can lead to big impacts."

For more information on the EarlyPreneur Program email 
projects@startupgladstone.org.au.

Primary schools battle 
it out in inaugural 
Pitch-A-Thon event

KINDY CELEBRATES 40 YEARS
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GLADSTONE ANIMAL 
RESCUE GROUP (GARG) IS IN 
DESPERATE NEED OF FOSTER 
CARERS FOR DOGS, PUPPIES 
AND ADULTS, IN THE LEAD UP 
TO THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
PERIOD.
GARG Dog Coordinator Karen Uridge said 
the group, which currently has over 35 
dogs and puppies in care, was looking for 
all different types of carers.

“It’s really hard to say how long a dog 
could be in care for, as there are so many 
variables such as the breed and age of the 

animal, and who is looking to adopt at the 
time,” she said.

“Some dogs could be in care for a couple 
of days, others months.

“We need temporary and emergency 
carers for short-term situations, such as 
when an animal gets surrendered and we 
have no room at the shelter, or when a 
long-term carer goes on holiday.

“At the moment though we are really 
desperate for those long-term carers; 
individuals or families who are prepared 
to open their home to a dog for the short 
to medium future.”

Karen said foster carers only needed to 
be prepared to provide a safe and secure 
home and yard, some basic training, 
especially for puppies, and lots of love.

“GARG supplies everything else, including 
all food, bedding, bowls and leads, and 
we cover all the animal’s veterinary work 
too,” she said.

This year GARG has re-homed 196 dogs 
and 359 cats.

Karen said this would not have been 
possible without the dedicated support 
and selflessness of volunteer foster carers.

“The truth is there are simply too many 
homeless or abandoned dogs for pounds 
to accommodate them all, which is why 
it is so important for us to have reliable 
foster carers on hand to assist,” she said.

“We understand some people might be 
hesitant to foster care animals as they 
may be worried that they might get too 
attached to the animal.

“Though it may be sad to eventually let 
that dog go when it finds its forever home, 
you get the satisfaction of knowing that 
you helped to keep one more dog from 
being euthanized, and you get to give that 
same gift of life to another animal.”

To register your interest in becoming a 
foster carer with GARG please contact 
Karen directly on 0497 292 318 or info@
gladstoneanimalrescue.com.au.

Don't forget to follow GARG on Facebook 
to keep-up-to-date with their animals 
currently available for adoption. 

Animal foster carers urgently needed
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Pursuant to section 177 of the Transport Operations (Marine Safety) Regulation 
2016, Gladstone Area Water Board (GAWB) has prepared a discussion paper 
and is now inviting submissions from public authorities, industry, interested 
groups and persons, and the public.

The proposed Riverston Bay Marine Zone is located around Riverston Parkland 
at Lake Awoonga, which is located at 865 Awoonga Dam Road, Benaraby, 
QLD, 4680 and formally described as Lot 90 on SP275218. See map below 
with boundaries of the proposed marine zone illustrated.

Any form of motorised 
watercraft is proposed to be 
excluded from this area, except 
for emergency services and 
GAWB personnel in emergency 
situations. The purpose 
of creating this motorised 
watercraft exclusion zone is 
in response to balancing the 
amenity experience and safety 
of different user groups. This 
proposal will consolidate this 
area as the first choice for 
families and users who wish 
to use the water for general 
recreation. The proposal 
has been informed by the 
Recreation Strategy and Lake 
Awoonga Master Plan that was prepared in consultation with the Community 
Consultative Forum.

The discussion paper may be viewed online at the Gladstone Area Water 
Board website at https://www.gawb.qld.gov.au/recreation or at Maritime 
Safety Queensland’s website at www.msq.qld.gov.au. 

If you unable to view the paper online, please contact GAWB on (07) 4976 
3000 to obtain a copy. 

Written submissions on the discussion paper may be made to:

Email: landteam@gawb.qld.gov.au OR

Post: Gladstone Area Water Board, PO Box 466, Gladstone QLD 4680

The closing date for receipt of written submissions is 6 January 2022. 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSAL 
TO CREATE A MARINE ZONE FOR 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Figure 1: Map of proposed Riverston Bay 
Marine Zone

A DONATION OF $11,209 FROM ORICA 
YARWUN HAS SEEN WESTOWE RURAL FIRE 
BRIGADE POWER ALONG WITH THE STAGE 2 
DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR NEW STATION.  
The donation, which included the buyer’s fees of $952.77 from 
Grays.com, funded through Orica Yarwun selling an old on-site 
ambulance, will be used for internal fit out, which includes an 
office, a meeting and training room, toilet and shower, a P3 mask 
cleaning room and laundry with store room.

First Officer Danny Devers said the brigade greatly appreciated 
Orica’s on-going assistance.

“Orica have generously supported the brigade over the years,” he 
said. “They were a key part of the funding for Stage 1 of our new 

station, which included slab and shed construction, light and 
power connection, and the installation of rainwater tanks.

“They also assisted the brigade a few years ago by replacing 
equipment after our old station was broken into.”

Orica Yarwun Manufacturing Centre Manager Viney Kumar 
said they were “delighted to provide this support to stage two 
of the Westowe Rural Fire Brigade’s new facility”.  

“They play an important part in the safety of us all in the 
Yarwun area,” he said.

The Westowe Rural Fire Brigade was established in 1954 and 
covers the areas of West Stowe, Targinnie and Yarwun.

The brigade of 36 volunteers is always looking for new 
members to join their team of dedicated rural firefighters.

For more information contact westowerfb@gmail.com or 
phone 0439 670 605.

Everyone is welcome to attend their meetings held on the 
last Thursday of every month at their station at 1417 Calliope 
River Road, West Stowe, from 7pm.

The brigade is also looking for funding assistance for Stage 
3 of their new station, which will include the installation of a 
hard standing driveway and carpark area.

Industry donation to help develop new rural fire station

Rural Fire Service
The Rural Fire Service is the volunteer side of the 
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services, and 
provides fire services to 93 percent of our vast state.

The RFS is made up of about 30,000 volunteers, 
including 2,400 Fire Wardens, who make up 
approximately 1,400 rural fire brigades.

RFS volunteers provide services in their local area, 
including:

• fighting landscape fires 
• issuing fire permits and Fire Warden activities 
• community education and engagement
•   hazard prevention and mitigation advice (controlled 

burns etc.)
•  disaster management response and recovery 

operations. 
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GLADSTONE CENTRAL STATE SCHOOL’S 
MAX FERGUSON HAS BEEN SELECTED 
FOR THE QUEENSLAND 10-12 YEARS BOYS 
SOFTBALL MERIT TEAM.
Max, who grew up 
watching his brothers 
play softball and was 
bat boy for most of 
their teams, has been 
playing softball since 
the age of four.

“I love pitching, 
because I got to watch 
some of the best 
pitchers play at some 
of the tournaments 
my brothers went 
away for,” the Year 6 
student said.

Selected to play for Capricornia School 
Sport in 2020, Max said he was very excited and happy to be 
selected for the Queensland team as it was one of his dreams.

“I had to do a lot of driving to Rockhampton for training, and 
at home I had to keep practicing all the time,” he said.

Because the State Titles were postponed this year due to 
COVID19 there won’t be a National Championship either, but 
that won’t stop Max, who said he was planning on training a 
lot.

“I want to try and make the team next year, and hopefully go 
away and play in the Nationals,” he said.

Matthew Harrison, who has coached Max in the Capricornia 
10-12 Years Boys Softball Team for the past two years said he 
was an “integral part of our championship winning team this 
year, pitching us to victory”.

“His work ethic is second to none, travelling up to 
Rockhampton weekly to compete,” he said.  “Max has a 
command from the pitching circle, well beyond his years and 
at only age 11.

“We can’t wait to see what 2022 brings!”  

The Capricornia School Sport Board is responsible for the 
administration and implementation of school sport in the 
Central Queensland Region.

Capricornia School Sport provides opportunities for students 
from the four sporting districts of Central Highlands, Port 
Curtis, Mackay and Rockhampton.

Capricornia School Sport participates in 22 different sports 
at a state level and boasts a total of 71 representative teams.

KYM DOWDELL, GLADSTONE GYMNASTICS 
CLUB’S TECHNICAL AND EDUCATION 
MANAGER, HAS BEEN ELECTED TO 
HER SEVENTH TERM AS A MEMBER OF 
THE FEDERATION OF INTERNATIONAL 
GYMNASTICS (FIG) WOMEN’S ARTISTIC 
GYMNASTICS (WAG) TECHNICAL 
AUTHORITY. 
The Women’s Technical Committee provides the technical 
direction and development of Women’s Gymnastics around 
the world.

Kym has held various roles within the FIG Technical 
Committee, including Vice President during her 28-year 
tenure. 

In the provision of leadership and education to the 
worldwide gymnastic community, Kym has acted as 
International Jury at seven Olympic Games, including this 
year’s Tokyo Olympics, and 30 World Championships.

Kym said it was “a great honour to once again be elected to 
the FIG Women’s Artistic Technical Committee and serve 
the gymnastics community worldwide”. 

“I thank all those who supported my candidacy,” she said.

“With my appointment, I am looking forward to working 
with my colleagues to further develop the education of our 
coaches and judges. 

“This will allow us to provide a positive learning 
environment for our athletes”.

Gladstone Gymnastics Club, which boasts 700 members and 
is the largest club of its kind in Central Queensland, has 
been part of the Gladstone community since 1977.

The club will relocate to larger facilities within Gladstone’s 
PCYC Building, as part of the Memorial Park Project, in 
2022. 

GLADSTONE GYMNASTICS LEADER
elected to World Governing Body

Local student 
pitches his way 
to state team
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GLADSTONE TURNED RED LAST MONTH AS 
RUGBY UNION PLAYERS FEAO FOTUAIKA 
AND SPENCER JEANS, AND COACH MICHAEL 
TODD VISITED THE REGION AS PART OF A 
THREE DAY REDS TO REGION TOUR.
The tour, an important initiative for Queensland Red players 
to connect with regional communities and give back, included 
visits to Trinity College and Calliope State School, as well as 
training with GRUFC Goats players.

Scrumhalf Spencer Jeans said the highlight of the trip for him 
was “running around and stripping it back to having fun in 
rugby with the kids”.

“It was also great to be able to meet the local GRUFC players 
and just spend time with people who enjoy rugby,” he said.

“Though not a big group, you can easily see their passion and 
love for the sport, which is massive for us [Queensland Reds] 
players.”

GRUFC President Aubre Harmes said the visit was great 
exposure for the game of rugby union.

“One of our focuses next year as a club is raising the profile of 
rugby in our community,” he said.

“So it’s great to have the opportunity to host these elite 
sportsmen and connect them with local kids.

“Juniors are our future, and through our pathways program 
we are trying to build our own footprint in this town so we can 
have full teams playing in competition.”

From November 24 to 26, the Reds’ pre-season squad was split 
into 14 groups and visited 33 regional centres.

Reds Head Coach Brad Thorn said it was great to see the Reds 
to Regions tour back for a third time.

"This time we've decided to split the players up and visit 
different communities, but the reason why we're doing it 
remains the same, it's about giving back to the people of 
Queensland,” he said.

"If you’re going to play your state, it’s important to know who 
you're playing for every time you wear that maroon jersey.”

GRUFC Goats was established in 1988 following the collapse of 
the local rugby union competition.

The club focuses on seniors men and women, juniors including 
under 12s, 14s and 16s, and has a pathways program which 
focuses on under 6s, 8s and 10s.

The 2022 rugby union season will kick-off in February, with a 
Sign On and Rookies to Reds Day to be advertised in the new 
year.

To keep up-to-date with latest local rugby union news follow 
Gladstone Rugby Union – GRUFC Goats on Facebook. 

GLADSTONE TURNED REDas rugby union players visit town



To find out more, please   
contact John McGill,  
Group Sales & Product Manager 
on: john.mcgill@hoseco.com.au  
or visit our website:

www.hoseco.com.au

Our Accreditation & Certifications

PROVIDER OF HOSE MANAGEMENT  
SERVICES AND SUPPLY

An industry leading, widely respected  
Australian business focusing on the Supply,  
Servicing and Engineering of Industrial,  
Offshore and Hydraulic Hose & Fittings.
HOSE INTEGRITY MANAGEMENT
Ensuring flexible hose assemblies are well maintained 
is essential to the productivity, reliability and safety 
of any operation. Hoseco’s Flexible Hose Integrity 
Management Programs assist in successfully  
delivering services taking a holistic approach and 
applying them to small scale packages right through  
to large facilities.

Our technically qualified teams manufacture a full 
spectrum of hose assemblies and custom engineered 
solutions to fulfil project specific requirements. All 
hose assemblies and couplings are factory tested and 
certified to the highest Australian and International 
safety standards.

We are committed to providing our clients in the 
Oil, Gas and Marine industry with the highest quality 
independent certification and supply service. This 
approach has seen Hoseco as preferred supplier 
on a number of prominent projects both local and 
internationally based clients.

Whatever your hose needs are, we will deliver.

Oil, Gas Marine - Hose
 ✓ Bunkering
 ✓ Process chemical
 ✓ LNG/cryogenic
 ✓ Offtake loading to latest  

 OCIMF guidelines
 ✓ Dock loading
 ✓ Blow Out Preventer (BOP)
 ✓ Subsea lines including  

 umbilicals

 ✓ Top side utility
 ✓ Ultra high pressure
 ✓ General hydraulic
 ✓ Cementing
 ✓ High pressure drilling and  

 production lines to the 
 latest API specifications

 ✓ Fracturing hose
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